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At a Glance 


CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY IN MAY-The value 
of new construction put in place during May 1960 
rose seasonally by 10 percent from April, but was 
5 percent below May 1959. Theseasonally adjusted 
annual rate for May 1960, at $53.9 billion, was about 
the same as in April. Construction activity for the 
first 5 months of 1960 was 2 percent below the 
peak established in the corresponding period of 
1959. This drop reflected divergent movements 
between the private and public sectors. Private 
construction reached a new peak, 1 percent above 
the first 5 months of 1959, sparked by gains in non- 
residential building, especially in the industrial 
category. Public construction for the five-month 
period was down 11 percent from 1959. 


HOUSING STARTS IN APRIL-—This issue of Con- 
struction Review introduces a new housing start 
series, which is described in considerable detail 
on pp. 4-10. The new series is based on more in- 
tensive survey methods and provides increased 
coverage. 

The new series shows that new private housing 
starts in April 1960 aggregated 116,000 units, up 
one-third from March 1960 starts, but one-fourth 
below the starts in April 1959. On a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate basis, starts in April 1960, 
at 1,254,000 units, were up sharply from those in 
March, but were still below the rates of either of 
the first 2 months of this year. 


FHA-VA ACTIVITY IN APRIL-—Housing starts 
under the FHA and VA programs in the first 4 
months of 1960 continued to fall behind comparable 
1959 rates, reflecting mainly the drop in overall 
housing activity. The relative importance of the 
FHA program in April 1960, as measured by the 
relationship to total starts, remained about the 
same as in April 1959, but the proportion repre- 
sented by VA starts declined by one-fourth. 

In line with the downtrend in private residential 
construction, FHA applications in April 1960 were 
29 percent below those in April 1959, and VA ap- 
praisal requests 38 percent lower. An additional 
indication of the slackening of these programs is 
reflected by the number of FHA mortgages insured 
and VA loans approved. These have been running 
about 6 percent below 1959 levels, and in April 
1960 dropped to 12 percent below those of April 
1959. 


NONFARM MORTGAGE RECORDINGS _IN 
MARCH--The total value of nonfarm mortgage re- 
cordings of $20,000 or less dropped to $2.4 billion 
in March 1960, down 7 percent from March 1959. 
The $6.6 billion recorded in the first 3 months of 
1960 represented an 8-percent lower level than the 
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peak attained in the first 3 months of 1959; alj 
groups of lenders reduced their extension of mort- 
gage credit except “individuals,” which showed a 
10-percent increase. The overall drop was pri- 
marily due to a decrease in the number of mort- 
gage recordings, there being only a 1-percent drop 
in average amount. However, the size ofthe aver- 
age mortgage declined steadily from $8,687 in June 
1959 to $8,392 in March 1960. 


BUILDING PERMIT ACTIVITY IN MARCH-Per- 
mit valuation for all building construction during 
the first quarter of 1960 dropped 11 percent from 
the same period in 1959. The value of March 1960 
permits, at $1.8 billion, was down 15 percent from 
March 1959. However, the public and private 
sectors followed divergent trends, private down 
17 percent in March but public up 14 percent. 

First quarter 1960 values by type of construc- 
tion varied considerably compared to the first 
quarter of 1959. Those for commercial building 
were down 21 percent and those for new dwelling 
units were down 16 percent. On the other hand, 
the value of permits for the “all other” group of 
nonresidential construction increased 10 percent 
and that for additions and alterations 5 percent. 
Permits for industrial building, which had reg- 
istered strong advances particularly since the lat- 
ter part of 1959, decreased in value: 16 percent in 
March 1960 compared to March 1959, limiting the 
advance for the first quarter of 1960 to 1 percent 
over the first quarter of 1959. 


PUBLIC CONTRACT AWARDS IN MARCH-The 
valuation of public contracts awarded in March 
1960 rose one-third from that of February and was 
1 percent above March 1959. For thefirst quarter 
awards were running only slightly behind the same 
period in 1959, suggesting that the downward trend 
in evidence during 1959 had abated. The January- 
March rise in 1960 over the same months of 1959 
was concentrated in the State and local area, which 
increased 6 percent. For the same period the 
smaller Federal category fell one-fourth. The 
major factor responsible for halting the downward 
movement was highway contract awards by State 
and local government agencies--up 10 percent over 
the first 3 months of 1959. 


CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS IN APRIL-The 
value of construction contracts awarded in April 
1960, as reported by the F. W. Dodge Corporation, 
exhibited a greater than seasonal increase. How- 
ever, the 12-month total ending in April 1960 de- 
clined 4 percent from the total ending in April 
1959, mainly because April 1959 awards were un- 
usually high for the residential building category. 





This was the second successive month that the 12- 
months total had registered a decline. Building 
contract awards continued toadvance slightly above 
the comparable 1959 figure, though at a slower pace, 
and engineering awards were still down by about 
20 percent. 

Reports by the Engineering News-Record indi- 
cated that the value of large engineering contracts 
had recovered after a period of reduced activity, 
showing a 3-percent gain for the 12-month period 
ending in April 1960 compared with the like period 
ending in April 1959. This increase brought the 
April 12-month total awards to the highest level 
since the 12-month period ending in March 1957 
and showed divergent movements in the public and 
private sectors. Public awards have slackened 
due to the lower level of highway awards for which 
there are recent indications of an upturn. The 
continued advance in private awards was not suf- 
ficient to offset the decrease in public awards. 


CONSTRUCTION COSTS IN MARCH--The Depart- 
ment of Commerce composite construction cost in- 
dex for March 1960 held steady at 143 (1947-49= 
100) compared with the February figure (revised). 
This was a 3-percent increase over the March 
1959 index. In general, all the component cost in- 
dexes showed similar year-to-year changes. 


CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL PRICES IN APRIL— 
Wholesale prices of construction materials de- 
clined slightly in April 1960, resulting in a cumu- 
lative drop of 1 point in the composite index since 
January. This was the first time since the Febru- 
ary-April 1958 period that the index had declined 
for 3 consecutive months. The increase in April 
1960 of less than one-half percent of 1 percent 
above April 1959 was the smallest increase in the 
past 20 months. 

Softwood plywood prices continued to decline in 
April 1960 and were 19 percent below the April 
1959 level. Prepared asphalt roofing was down 16 
percent, but building wire rose 18 percent and cor- 
rugated aluminum roofing was up 10 percent. 


WAGE SCALES IN THE BUILDING TRADES, 
FIRST QUARTER 1960--Average hourly wage 
scales of union building trades workers rose to 
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$3.55 by April 1, 1960, up only slightly from those 
at the end of 1959, but more than 4 percent ahead 
of those in effect on April 1, 1959. Compared with 
a year ago, gains within the selected trades ranged 
from 3.5 percent for painters to 5.4 percent for 
building laborers. 


CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS OUTPUT IN FEB- 
RUARY AND MARCH--The composite materials 
output index at 119.4 (1947-49=100) in February 
1960 remained virtually unchanged from the previ- 
ous month and was 4 percent above February 1959. 
Seasonally adjusted, the February output index 
registered a 6-percent gain over January, the rise 
being distributed among all categories except that 
of iron and steel products. However, output statis-- 
tics for 3 of the 5 component indexes available for 
March 1960 showed over-the-month decreases. 


CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION EMPLOYMENT IN 
APRIL--Employment by all construction contrac- 
tors totaled 2.6 million in April 1960, a rise of 12 
percent above that of March 1960, but a drop of 3 
percent from April 1959 employment. Seasonally 
adjusted April employment at 2.8 million, was up 
6 percent from that of the previous month. 

Detailed figures for March 1960 by type of con- 
tractor showed a 4-percent decline from February 
in both the building and nonbuilding segments. A 
slight over-the-year increase occurred in the spe- 
cial trades, a 16-percent rise occurring in painting 
and decorating employment. 


HOURS AND EARNINGS IN MARCH—Average 
weekly earnings received by employees of all con- 
struction contractors rose to $115.85 in March 1960, 
up 2 percent from the previous month and 5 per- 
cent from March 1959. The over-the-month in- 
crease resulted entirely from an increase inhourly 
earnings as average weekly hours held steady. 
The March 1960 rise in average hourly earnings 
of $.06 per hour was the largest monthly increase 
since December 1958. All categories of employees 
shared in the increase in hourly earnings, those in 
the special trades lagging somewhat behind those 
in general contract and nonbuilding construction 
work. 
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New statistical series for housing starts have 
been compiled by the Bureau of the Census to re- 
place the series previously prepared by the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics and, more recently, continued 
by the Bureau of the Census. The initial release 
of the new series covers the 16-month period from 
January 1959-April 1960 (Construction Reports, 
Housing Starts, Series C20-11 (supplement), Bu- 
reau of the Census, Washington 25, D. C., price 10 
cents). Subsequent monthly releases of the data 
will provide current information. 

This article reproduces, almost in its entirety, 
the report of the Bureau of the Census releasing 
the initial statistics of the new housing starts series. 

The new figures for total housing starts (pri- 
vately and publicly owned) during the past 16-month 
period are summarized in the following table in 
comparison with the former series. Detailed data 
by type of structure, metropolitan-nonmetropolitan 
location, and region, as well as actual number and 
seasonally adjusted annual rates of private starts, 
appear in the tables on page 6, The old series are 
presented for the last time in Part B—Housing of 
this issue of Construction Review. 





Former series 
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starts 


Total 
housing 
starts 


Nonfarm 
housing 
Starts 


Year and month 








Thousands of housing units 













po 
1959 
Total... cccccccccccesece 1,553.1 1, 530.9 1, 378.5 
January.. serccccccccscecees 99.2 98. 3 87.0 
February.....cccccccsescees 99.9 98.9 94.5 
March.....ccccccccsccscseeee 130.7 129. 4 121.0 
April....ccccocscccsccssceees 155.9 154.3 142.2 
May. cocccccccccccscceccvcees 156.0 154.3 137.0 
JUNe...cece coocorevecseeeses 153.3 152.0 136.7 
dl ccaailiaiis titi ast 149.7 146.7 128.8 
ARR iincciacheniaentie 142.4 142.0 129.3 
September .....seseeeeeeeee 139.9 136.0 120.3 
October... csccccsesscccce 123.3 121.2 105.5 
Novembef......seseeeeeeeee 106. 5 104.3 92.5 
Decembet.....ssesesseeeeen 96.3 93.5 83.7 
1960 

January...crmresceccesessees 85.5 81.4 76.3 
>) 2 5 

a) ~5 8 

of o2 4 








*Preliminary. 


The new series presents data for total housing 
starts (farm and nonfarm combined) and for non- 
farm starts alone. No figures are given for farm 


housing starts separately, because this component 
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Introduction of the New Series for Housing Starts 


of the total is subject toan extremely high sampling 
error. The difference between the total series 
and the nonfarm series would not yield a usefyl 
measure of either the level or the change of farm 
housing starts in any one month, nor would it pro- 
vide a significant measure of period-to-period 
changes even over considerable periods of time. 

The new series differs from the data previously 
published both in general level and in month-to- 
month movements. The level of the new series is 
higher than that of the former series. As a result 
of the changes made in the method of compilation 
the new series is believed to represent a much 
more nearly complete measurement of the number 
of units placed under construction. At the same 
time the series is broader in scope than the series 
which it supersedes, covering various types of new 
housing construction not previously included. It 
has also been extended to encompass Alaska and 
Hawaii. The upward revision of the level of the 
series is intended to remedy what has probably 
been the major source of criticism of the old 
series. Of equal importance, the techniques used 
in the new series should result in a more direct 
and accurate measurement of the change in actual 
housing starts from one month to the next. How- 
ever, the month-to-month changes are subject toa 
somewhat higher sampling error than might bede- 
sirable for many analytical purposes, and some 
expansion in the samples used for collection of 
basic data is probably needed before a fully satis- 
factory measure of month-to-month changes in 
actual housing starts can be prepared. 

The increase in the general level of the series 
and the change in the method of measuring month- 
to-month movements have resulted in figures which 
are not directly comparable with those of the old 
series for 1958 or any previous periods. Compari- 
son of housing starts in 1959 and 1960 with starts 
in 1958 and earlier years would require an upward 
adjustment of the data for the earlier periods. 


DESCRIPTION OF NEW SERIES 


The new series of housing starts is designed as 
a comprehensive measure of the number of new 
housing units on which construction is started in 
the entire United States each month. It includes 
substantially all types of accommodations designed 
as family living quarters and constructed in new 
buildings. For purposes of the new series a hous- 
ing start is defined as follows: 


A housing start consists of the start of construc- 
tion on a new housing unit, when located within 
a new building which is intended primarily as 4 
housekeeping residential building designed for 
nontransient occupancy. Start of construction 1s 
defined as the beginning of excavation for the foun- 
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dation of the building. A housing unit is defined 
as a single room or group of rooms intended for 
occupancy as separate living quarters by a fam- 
ily, by a group of unrelated persons living to- 
gether, or by a person living alone. A house- 
keeping residential building is a building consist- 
ing primarily of housing units. Housing start, as 
here defined, excludes the start of construction 
on group quarters (such as dormitories, fra- 
ternity houses, nurses’ homes, rooming houses, 
etc.) and on transient accommodations (such as 
transient hotels, motels, and tourist cabins and 
courts, etc.). 


The definition includes both nonfarm and farm 
housing, both year-round and seasonal housing, 
housing of all values and all levels of quality, pre- 
fabricated housing, basement (or capped) houses, 
shell houses, housing built of second-hand materi- 
als, and both permanent and temporary units. Both 
privately owned and publicly owned housing are in- 
cluded. 

As indicated by thedefinition, the series excludes 
group quarters, transient accommodations and the 
small number of family units built in primarily 
nonresidential buildings. The series also excludes 
units in structures moved from one location to 
another and units provided by conversion of either 
residential or nonresidential space to provide addi- 
tional numbers of housing units. It excludes the 
production of mobile homes (or house trailers), 
which is not classified as construction. 

These exclusions result in omitting from the 
new series only a small number of family living 
quarters built in mew buildings (that is, in group 
quarters, in transient accommodations, and in non- 
residential structures). However, appreciable 
numbers of family living quarters added to the 
housing supply are excluded by omitting the conver- 
sion of existing buildings--which do not constitute 
new construction--and by excluding the production 
of mobile homes, which is not classified as con- 
struction of any type. 

In presenting geographic detail, the new series 
gives figures for four broad regions: Northeast, 
North Central, Southand West. The composition of 
these regions is shown below table A-2. Alaska and 
Hawaii are included in the West. The distribution 
of housing starts between metropolitan and nonmet- 
ropolitan areas is based upon the revised defini- 
tions of standard metropolitan statistical areas 
prepared for use in the 1960 Censuses and pub- 
lished in 1959 by the Bureau of the Budget in Stand- 
ard Metropolitan Statistical Areas; the similar dis- 
tribution in the old series was based upon an earlier 
definition of the standard metropolitan areas, as 
used in the 1950 Censuses. 


ERENCES BETWEEN NEW SERIES AND 
LD 


As summarized above, the most readily apparent 
difference between the old nonfarm series and the 


new series for total housing starts is the higher 
level of the new series. For the year 1959, the 
annual total for the new series is 1,553,100 units, 
as compared with 1,378,500 units on the old (non- 
farm) basis; in that year the new series is thus 
174,600 units, or 13 percent above the old. While 
this difference in level between the old series and 
new is due in some part to the fact that the new 
series depends upon a different definition than the 
old, the more important reason for the difference 
is the more nearly complete coverage by the new 
data of those types of units included in both the old 
and the new estimates. 

The major definitional change is the inclusion 
of farm construction in the new series, whereas 
the old series was intended to cover only nonfarm 
housing construction. The new series includes 
some seasonal units and seme low-value units which 
would have been excluded from the old, and may 
also include some temporary units which would 
formerly have been omitted. The new series in- 
cludes the new States of Alaska and Hawaii not cov- 
ered by the old series. 

The change in the scope and definition of the 
series apparently accounts for only about 2 1/2 
percent out of the 13 percent increase in level be- 
tween the old nonfarm series and the new total 
series in 1959. On the basis ofthe current sample 
surveys described below it is estimated that the 
addition resulting from inclusion of farm construc- 
tion accounts for approximately 2 percent of the 
total. The additions brought about by the inclusion 
of Alaska and Hawaii amount to about one-half per- 
cent. No precise calculation can be made of the 
effect of other definitional changes, but they are 
not believed to add any significant number of units. 


The major part of the change in level between 
the old series and the new thus results from the 
fact that the new series has a more nearly com- 
plete coverage. A portion of the improvement in 
coverage has been accomplished by including more 
completely the construction which takes place with- 
out a building permit in the areas where building 
permits are required. This increased coverage 
adjustment within the permit-issuing areas ac- 
counts for 3 percent of the total 13 percent change. 
The remaining 7 1/2 percent— or more than half 
of the total change in level in 1959-—reflects a more 
intensive coverage of new construction inthe areas 
formerly classified as nonpermit. 


A second major difference between the old series 
and the new is in the nature of the measurement of 
month-to-month change. Beginning with the fig- 
ures for January 1960, the new series undertakes 
to make a direct measurement of the changes in 
actual housing starts from one month to the next. 
The old series, on the other hand, because of its 
method of compilation, did not provide a direct 
measurement of actual month-to-month changes in 
housing starts. On the contrary, that portion of the 
old series derived from building permits (ranging 
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Tabl e 1.—New Housing Units Started (New Series): Number by Type of Structure, Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan! Location, and 
Region,? for the United States, January 1959-April 1960 


(Thousands of units) 








Total, Type of structure Region 


Period private |... re 3-family | Metro- |Nonmetro- North 
and public l-family | 2-family politan | politan Northeast Genan South West 


Total (including farm ) 





Year: 195 9crcccccccscccres ~ | 1,533.1 11,250.6 58.5 377.3 
Ist 4 months: 1959.....+. 485.7 | 3258.9 312.7 385.6 
5960 sccseve 385.2 | 3209.1 371.9 381.5 
1959: January....ccccoreese 99.2 76.0 3.7 27.0 
February ......+00008 99.9 78.9 3.8 25.5 
130.7 104.0 a2 33.1 
155.9 124.0 5.8 36.2 
156.0 125.9 5.6 39.9 
153.3 123.7 wot 35.6 
149.7 124.2 5.6 33.0 
142.4 118.1 4.9 32.6 
139.9 114.7 | 5.5 31.4 
123.3 98.7 | 4.8 32.2 
106.5 85.4 4.3 25.6 
96. 3 77.0 3.6 25.2 
85.5 67.2 | 3.8 24.0 
89.5 69.9 4.1 25.8 
92.5 72.0 4.0 31.7 
117.7 (4) (4) (4) 








Nonfarm 





















Year: 1959 ..ccccccccsceccccs se? 244.0] 1,075.8 455.1 377.1 
1st 4 months: 1959.....0 ‘7 358. 2 343.0] 137.9 385.6 
1960 ...000s .9| 346.5) 272.6] 104.7 381.5 
1959: January. ...cccccccees 3.7 19.5 75.1 23.2 . 27.0 
February .. “ 3.8 17.2 70.6 28.3 ° 25.5 i 
I iciiin axnnnnviwen 3.2 21.3 90.1 39.3 2 33.1 
April vccoce cocccceces 5.8 26.1 107.2 47.1 s 36.2 
Bi iensses meneinsannes 5.6 24.5} 106.0} 48.3 , 39.8 | 
Dip inenssnenvene . 5.7 23.9} 103.1) 48.9 . 35.6 
Pally scocrecocsseencece 5.6 19.9 102.6 44.1 48.0 33.0 : 
AUQUST . corcesccceee 4.9 19.4 98.2 43.8 44.7 32.6 
September.........+ we 5.5 19.7 93.4 42.6 45.8 31.4 | 
October..... sebecnens 4.8 19.8 88.6 32.6 36.1 32.2 
November.... 4.3 16.8 74.0 30.3 35.5 25.5 ‘ 
December ......s+008 3.6 1S. 7 66.9 26.6 34.4 2 t 
1960: January......sececere 3.8 14.5 61.2 20.2 30.1 24,0 , 
February ........ =e 4.1 15.5 64.5 23.7 33.7 25.8 
ON sicin cnnseneorss 4.0 16.5 66.2 23.3 34.9 31.7 t 
Scene inenionis ) (4) 80.7] 35.5 (4) (4) fi 
See footnotes at end of table 2. 
Table 2.—Privately Owned New Housing Units Started (New Series): Number and Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rates for the E 
United States, January 1959-April 1960 D 
(Thousands of units) i 
eae Ski neo b 
Year | ee | Apr. May | June | July | Aug. | Sept. ay 
mM 
Number of starts fo 
m 
Total (including farm): | un 
a 96.2} 99.0/127.7 | 150.7]152.5|147. 8/148. 1 | 138.2 |136.3 /120.0 th 
Re caniveessesne puseeses 84.2 87.2 |*89.4 | *116.0 ne 
Nonfarm: Ing 
TDF? evecccccccccsccse 95.3 | 97.9|126.4 149, 1|150. 8 | 146. 5}145. 1/137. 8] 132.4 117.9 | 102.5] 92.8 av 
BED. wrest eaaiunes 80.1 | 85.9 |*88.4 | *114.5 ex: 
Seasonally adjusted annual rate es: 
pa; 
I 
Tey 






1, 450] 1, 509 | 1,378] 1,356 | 1,451 
1,599 |1, 580 |1, 563 |1, 546 | 1, 446 |1, 468 | 1, 354] 1,328] 1,401 


Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. | Bureau of the Budget, Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas, 
1959.  ?Composition of regions is shown below table A-2. 3 First 3 months. | * Preliminary. 4Not yet available. 
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from 80 to 85 percent of the total) represented 
more nearly a measurement of the amount of con- 
struction which would have been started in a par- 
ticular month if the time lag between permits and 
the actual start of work found in some past survey 
period had prevailed in the particular month in 
question. Since, in the past, surveys of the time 
lag between permit and start were infrequent, and 
the results introduced usually at intervals of a year 
or more, the major portion of the old series which 
was based upon building permits represented large- 
ly a kind of moving average of permits, rather 
than a direct measure of housing starts. By its 
nature the old series could not reflect specific in- 
fluences operating on a particular month, such as 
unusually good or bad weather, sudden changes in 
the economic situation, shortages of materials, 
etc., except to the extent these conditions influenced 
the issuance of building permits inthat month. The 
new series, on the other hand, is more nearly a 
direct measure of units started in a particular 
month and, therefore, will reflect these types of 
influence operating uniquely on any one month by 
itself. For this reason, it seems probable that the 
new series will fluctuate more sharply from one 
month to the next than has been true with the old 
series. 

For 1959, the new series, like the old, is for the 
most part a moving average of building permits. 
Current monthly measurement of the time lag be- 
tween permit and start was begunonly with permits 
issued in January 1960. Estimates of starts of 
units authorized by permits in earlier months have 
been based on the same permit-start lag patterns 
used in the old series, with some modification to 
effect a more gradual transition between succes- 
sive patterns and to provide a smooth tie-in with 
actual experience beginning in January 1960. For 
these reasons, the full effect of the revisions in 
method, as they affect the month-to-month fluc- 
tuations of the data, does not appear in the figures 
for 1959 presented in this report. 


BREAK IN COMPARABILITY WITH EARLIER 
DATA 


As indicated above, the new series is carried 
back at the present time only to January 1959. The 
available evidence, however, indicates that the old 
monthly series is too low not only in 1959 but also 
for the period prior to 1959, extending back one or 
more decades. A revision back to 1950 can be 
undertaken more effectively and accurately when 
the results of the 1960 Census of Housing, includ- 
ing the Survey of Components of Change, become 
available. At the same time, analysts might re- 
€xamine data from previous Censuses and, if nec- 
essary, prepare a revised and more nearly com- 
Parable series for earlier periods. 

Information now at hand suggest that the upward 
revision required in at least some of the years 


prior to 1959 may be greater than in1959. Specif- 
ically, the 1956 National Housing Inventory indicated 
that the number of new nonfarm dwelling units (ex- 
cluding trailers on wheels) built between 1950 and 
1956 was some 24 percent higher than the number 
shown by the old monthly series now being replaced. 
Elimination from the comparison of certain types 
of units not covered by either the new monthly 
series or the old (specifically, trailers mounted 
on foundations, additional units provided by con- 
version of newly-constructed residential buildings, 
and dwelling units counted by the National Housing 
Inventory in hotels and motels and in primarily 
nonresidential buildings) would apparently reduce 
this difference to approximately 20 percent. On 
the other hand, inthe year 1959 the new total month- 
ly series is only 13 percent higher than the old 
series; of this 13 percent perhaps 2 1/2 percent 
results from the inclusion of farm construction 
and other changes in definition, so that the differ- 
ence between the two series on a comparable basis 
is in fact only about 10 1/2 percent, as compared 
with the adjusted figure of 20 percent in 1950-56 
period. A small decrease inthedifference between 
the new series and the old between the 1950-56 pe- 
riod on the one hand and 1959 on the other would 
be expected because of a change in procedure made 
in the old series at the endof 1956. Beginning with 
January 1957, the old series was raised by approxi- 
mately one percent to include a partial adjustment 
for undercoverage in building permits. 

Aside from the small item mentioned at the end 
of the preceding paragraph, it is not known why the 
new estimate of the number of starts in 1959 differs 
from the former series by less than was the case 
in the first half of the decade of the 1950’s. One 
possibility is that the old monthly series improved 
its coverage after 1956 within the areas where no 
building permits were required. This possibility 
is suggested by the fact that the percentage of total 
housing starts reported by the old series as occur- 
ring in nonpermit areas increased from 14.4 per- 
cent in 1954 (the first year for which figures on 
this basis are available) to 19.0 percent in 1959. 
Alternatively, because of sampling error or be- 
cause of the difficulty of finding all new construc- 
tion, particularly in nonpermit areas, the new series 
may still be too low. The forthcoming results of 
the 1960 Census of Housing should assist in evalu- 
ating these possibilities. 


DESCRIPTION OF ESTIMATING METHODS FOR 
PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 


The new series rests upon two estimating pro- 
cedures which supplement one another. One of 
these methods is followed in areas in which build- 
ing permits are required for residential construc- 
tion, the other is applied to areas in which such 
permits are not issued. The separate estimates 
for permit-issuing areas and for non-permit areas 
are added to produce the final national total fig- 











ures. In this general approach, the new series is 
similar to the old. 


(a) Estimating methods in permit-issuing areas 


As the first step, an estimate is prepared each 
month of the total number of housing units authorized 
by building permits in the entire universe of over 
10,000 permit-issuing places. This estimate is 
based on monthly reports from building permit is- 
suing offices in a sample of about 3,500 permit-is- 
suing places which account for over 90 percent of 
total permit-authorized housing construction. Both 
the list of all permit-issuing places and the monthly 
sample will be brought up to date from time to 
time. The former series was based on reports 
from all offices in the then-known universe of about 
6,600 places. 

The second step is to convert the permit esti- 
mates to starts, using current information on the 
time lag between permit issuance and start of con- 
struction derived from a continuing monthly survey 
of the actual utilization of building permits. In this 
survey a new sample of building permits issued is 
selected each month (beginning with January 1960) 
and information is obtained on the time at which 
construction is started. Currently, the sample con- 
sists of about 6,000 to 8,500 housing units for which 
permits are issued each month, located in about 
250 permit-issuing jurisdictions. Where construc- 
tion does not begin in the month of permit issuance, 
follow-up inquiries are made in subsequent months 
until the construction covered by the permit is ac- 
tually started or the builder reports that he no 
longer plans to use the permit. The proportion of 
permits resulting in starts in the month of permit 
issuance, in the first following month, the second 
following month, etc., and the proportion of permits 
ultimately abandoned, derived from the survey of 
permits issued in each month are then applied month 
by month to the total number of housing units au- 
thorized by permits in that month to provide the 
basis for the estimates of total units started in 
permit-issuing places. In the former series, con- 
version of permits to starts was based on patterns 
of permit use derived from occasional surveys and 
used without change over periods generally of a 
year or two. 

The third step is to adjust the preliminary esti- 
mate described in the preceding paragraph to take 
account of residential building begun in permit 
places for which no permits were issued. In the 
estimates presented in this report this undercov- 
erage adjustment is based on data for the period 
1950-56 from special tabulations of the 1956 Na- 
tional Housing Inventory (covering the universe of 
permit-issuing places as defined in 1954) combined 
with the results of a direct survey of permit under- 
coverage conducted from November 1959 through 
March 1960 in a sample of places which have be- 
come permit-issuing since the 1954 universe was 





established. In the present estimates the adjust- 
ment for undercoverage consists of raising the 
series for permit-authorized starts by 4.7 percent. 
Use of this constant adjustment will continue for 
some months pending the accumulation of sufficient 
data from a direct continuing monthly survey (be- 
gun in April 1960) of permit undercoverage in a 
sample of all permit areas. A partial coverage 
adjustment of this type was made in the former 
series beginning in January 1957, by assuming that 
the undercoverage was equal to the percentage of 
units for which permits were issued but never used. 


(b) Estimating methods in nonpermit areas 


Estimates of housing starts in areas that do not 
require building permits for residential construc- 
tion are prepared on the basis of a continuing month- 
ly survey in these areas. 

This survey is conducted in a sample of 56 large 
areas (standard metropolitan statistical areas, or 
individual counties or groups of counties), selected 
as the primary sampling units. In the survey, data 
on starts are first obtained from previously identi- 
fied informed sources of information about resi- 
dential construction. These informed sources in- 
clude public officials (such as tax assessors, mem- 
bers of local governing bodies, and health and san- 
itary inspectors), builders, building material sup- 
pliers, lending institutions, public utilities, etc. 
They are requested to provide information relating 
to the entire nonpermit portion of the primary sam- 
pling units. Subsequently, their reports of housing 
starts are checked by field visit. As the final step 
in the field operations enumerators travel through 
a predesignated sub-sample of land areas within 
the nonpermit portion of the primary sampling units 
and obtain reports on all residential construction 
started in those areas as identified by visual in- 
spection. The estimates are then derived by adding 
(i) the verified number of starts reported by the 
informed sources within the entire nonpermit por- 
tion of the primary sampling units to (ii) estimates 
of the units which the informed sources did not re- 
port, based on the proportion of under- reporting by 
the informed sources found inthe intensive canvass 
by the enumerators of the subsample of land seg- 
ments. 

The continuing survey in nonpermit areas was 
begun in August 1959 and provides data on starts 
beginning with June 1959. Somewhat similar field 
surveys were used as the basis for the estimates 
of starts in nonpermit areas in the old series; the 
methods formerly applied, however, were different 
from those followed in the new series, particularly 
in the manner of using information obtained from 
the informed sources. 


A more detailed description of the estimating 
methods is planned for later publication. Announce- 
ment of technical papers presenting such a descrip- 
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tion will be made in the C-20 Construction Reports 
of the Bureau of the Census and in Construction 
Review. 


ADJUSTMENT FOR SEASONAL VARIATION 


The seasonal adjustment of the new series has 
been based upon seasonal indexes calculated from 
the prior series for housing starts. This method 
of deriving the seasonal adjustment factors has 
been necessary because the new series has been 
available on a fully comparable basis for no more 
than 4 months--a period entirely inadequate for di- 
rect calculation of a seasonal index. 

The seasonally adjusted annual rate for private 
starts (both total and nonfarm) has been obtained by 
making a separate seasonal adjustment of permit 
starts in each of four regions and of total nonpermit 
starts, and then adding the five individual adjusted 
series. The same seasonal indexes have been used 
for total and for nonfarm starts. For the old series, 
the seasonal adjustment was made by applying a 
single seasonal index to the national total of non- 
farm starts. 


Because the seasonal fluctuations of the new 
series may not be exactly the same as those of the 
old series, seasonal adjustment by the method out- 
lined above may not provide a fully satisfactory 
adjusted series. Differing seasonal movements in 
the new series are likely toarisefrom several dif- 
ferent causes. In the first place, the new series 
will reflect the actual time lag between permit is- 
suance and start of construction whereas the former 
series did not reflect such an actual time lag but 
was based, in large part, on patterns of time lag 
between permit issuance and construction start 
that, with only minor exceptions, did not reflect 
seasonal changes. If, as seems entirely probable, 
there is some seasonal fluctuation in the time rela- 
tionship between permit issuance and start of con- 
struction, the new series of starts in permit areas 
will contain an element of seasonal fluctuation not 
present in the old. In the second place, the permit 
areas as defined for the new series (consisting of 
over 10,000 places) are considerably more ex- 
tensive than the permit places numbering 6,600 
included in the old series; the newly introduced 
permit-issuing places may havea different seasonal 
movement from that evidenced by the old permit- 
issuing places. Similarly, the characteristics of 
the nonpermit areas also have been changed by 
reason of the shift of a number of places formerly 
classified as nonpermit into the permit-issuing 
group, and the seasonal fluctuation for the nonpermit 
areas remaining in the new series may be different 
from what it was in the old. Fortunately, these 
latter two sources of difficulty should tend to offset 
each other, at least to some degree. 

Because of the breaks in comparability between 

old series and the new, the seasonal adjust- 
ment applied to the new series is necessarily tenta- 





tive. The seasonal indexes will, therefore, be re- 
vised on the basis of the new series as soon as 
adequate evidence is accumulated to justify the 
change and to permit the new calculation. 


LIMITATIONS OF THE NEW SERIES 


Although the new series apparently measures 
much more closely than the old the actual number 
of housing units started in any time period, various 
limitations nevertheless remain. 

First, both the level of the estimates of housing 
starts and the measures of month-to-month changes 
are subject to sampling error, as described more 
fully below. 

In the second place, it is extremely difficult to 
locate and report upon an activity like construction 
which is widely scattered and which is subject to 
frequent changes in location as one project is com- 
pleted and another started in a different place. It 
is entirely possible, therefore, that the direct field 
survey of residential construction in nonpermit 
areas, even with the tighter procedures and im- 
proved techniques which are being applied, may 
result in some undercoverage of the actual con- 
struction in those areas. Insofar as this is the 
case, the new series will understate the total num- 
ber of starts in the United States. Some inference 
as to the extent of this undercoverage, if it exists, 
may be derived from the 1960 Census of Housing 
when it becomes available. In addition, subsequent 
Censuses of Housing and Surveys of Components 
of Change will provide a continuing basis for evalu- 
ating the completeness of coverage of the monthly 
series. 


Two further limitations, both of them of minor 
importance, might also be mentioned. As outlined 
above, the procedure which is used does not pro- 
vide a precise measure of the actual changes from 
one month to the next inthe number of units started, 
primarily because the adjustment for undercover- 
age in permit areas is not based on an estimate of 
coverage for each month individually. Since per- 
mit undercoverage is small in total, however, it is 
believed that the month-to-month change in the 
rate of such undercoverage cannot affect the final 
series to any important extent. A similar limita- 
tion upon the precise measurement of actual month- 
to-month changes stems from the fact that con- 
struction of some units is started in advance of 
the issuance of a building permit. In these cases, 
in the final figures for any one month in the new 
series, units started in the first month preceding 
the month in which the building permit was issued 
will be assigned to the correct month, but all units 
started two or more months prior to the month of 
permit issuance will be treated as if they had been 
started in the second preceding month. In fact, 


some of these latter units were started in earlier 
periods. Because there may be changes in the pro- 
portion started in earlier months, the measurement 
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of month-to-month changes in housing starts will 
be subject to some error arising out of this fact; 
again, this error is not expected to be large. 


SAMPLING VARIABILITY 


Since the estimates are to a considerable extent 
based on samples of various types they may differ 
somewhat from the figures that would have been 
obtained if a complete count had been taken using 
the same questionnaires, instructions, and enu- 
merators. The standard error is primarily a 
measure of this sampling variability. It also par- 
tially incorporates the effect of random errors of 
response, enumeration and coverage but does not 
take into account the effect of any systematic bi- 
ases due to these types of errors. The chances 
are about 68 out of 100 that an estimate from the 
sample would differ from a complete count by less 
than the standard error. The chances areabout 95 
out of 100 that the difference would be less than 
twice the standard error and 99 out of 100 that it 
would be less than 2 1/2 times as large. 

Final calculations of the standard errors have 
not yet been completed; however, it appears that 
the standard errors of estimate of the monthly 
level and of month-to-month change of the new 
housing starts series are of the order of three to 
four percent of the monthly level. More precise 
calculations of the standard error will be published 
at a later date. 

The ability to measure sampling error is, of 
course, a fundamental characteristic of an esti- 
mate based on direct mreasurement utilizing a 
probability sample. The old series was based on 
such a direct measurement only for starts in non- 
permit areas, since the figures for permit-issuing 
places depended upon a relatively constant pattern 
for translating permits into starts. For this rea- 
son, it is not relevant to make a quantitative com- 
parison of the sampling variability of the new series 
with that of the old. However, it seems almost 
certain that the monthly deviation between the esti- 
mated number of starts and the true figure is bigger 
in the old series than in the new. 

The size of the nonsampling error cannot be 
measured; some of the sources of nonsampling 
error, however, have been discussed in preceding 
paragraphs. 


QUALITY OF THE ESTIMATES FOR 1959 


Though figures approximately comparable with 
the new series have been carried back to January 
1959, the data for 1959 do not reflect a full-scale 
application of the new methods, since the collection 
of the required basic data could not in all cases be 
carried back in the same detail to the beginning of 
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that year. Certain approximations and projections 
have consequently been necessary inthe estimating 
procedure for 1959 (and to a considerably smaller 
extent in the initial month or two of 1960). The 
element of assumption and judgment in the 1959 
data is, therefore, considerably larger than in the 
series beginning with January 1960. The main re- 
spects in which approximations were necessary in 
the 1959 figures are as follows: 


(a) Building permit data for the entire universe 
of over 10,000 places were not available monthly 
for the year 1959. Monthly data were available 
for only about 7,600 places. For the remaining 
approximately 2,400 places the only data available 
consisted of totals for the period January-August 
1959. The total for these 2,400 places for the en- 
tire calendar year was estimated on the basis of 
these eight-month figures, and the monthly data 
were then estimated by assuming the same dis- 
tribution by months as for the aggregate of the 
7,600 places for which monthly figures were avail- 
able. 

(b) As indicated above, the adjustment from per- 
mits to actual starts in 1959 has been made on the 
basis of the same patterns of lag between permit 
and start which were used in the old series, though 
with a gradual modification after September to pro- 
vide a smooth transition to the results found in the 
surveys of permits issued in January-March 1960, 
On the basis of the field surveys made several 
years ago, it was assumed that one percent of the 
units authorized by building permits were abandoned 
before being started. In consequence of this ad- 
justment and this assumption, the figures for 1959 
do not represent an actual measurement of starts 
in that year but rather a measurement of what starts 
would have been if the permit-lag and permit-lapse 
patterns found in permits issued in October 1956 
and October 1957 had in fact been repeated through- 
out the year 1959. 

(c) The new field survey of housing starts in 
areas where no building permits are required pro- 
vides no data for the first five months of 1959. The 
initial enumeration, in August 1959, covered all 
units which were found to be under construction at 
that time and should, therefore, have covered sub- 
stantially all of the starts made in July and prob- 
ably also in June. The results of the nonpermit 
survey have, therefore, been used only beginning 
with June. For January-May 1959 it has been nec- 
essary to prepare the estimates of starts in non- 
permit areas by extrapolation. The January-May 
figures have been estimated by assuming that the 
ratio of seasonally adjusted starts in nonpermit 
areas to those in permit areas in each of the months 
from January through May was the same as for the 
average of June, July, and August. 
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Highway Construction Material Requirements 


Edwin L, Stern* 


The latest, most comprehensive national highway 
construction program-initiated nearly four years 
ago—is now well under way and beginning to reflect 
appreciably on the Nation’s economy. The program 
promises to satisfy a dire need for an adequate 
highway system for both civil and defense purposes. 
Already the highway construction program is having 
a far-reaching effect on industry. Each million 
dollars of highway construction cost (not including 
cost of right-of-way acquisition or engineering) re- 
sults in the direct requirement for 85,000- 100,000 
man-hours of labor at the site of the improvement, 
and in the indirect requirement of at least that many 
man-hours for the production of materials and the 
manufacture of highway construction equipment. 

Soon after the Federal-aid Highway and Highway 
Revenue Acts of 1956 were passed, the Bureau of 
Public Roads prepared estimates of the quantities 
of materials required to perform all highway con- 
struction work planned for the period from 1957- 
1969 (Construction Review, September 1956, pp. 
5-7). These estimates were based on the premise 
that actual construction work on the expanded pro- 
gram would accelerate much sooner than it did. 
Originally, annual expenditures for highway con- 
struction were expected to reach a peak of $8 bil- 
lion by 1960, rising steadily from a 1955 level of 
under $5 billion. This pattern of outlays did not 
materialize. Revisedestimates, stretched out from 
1969 to 1972, are shown in table 1 on p. 12, 

Estimated material requirements are based on 
usage factors expressed in units of the various 
materials per million dollars of construction ex- 
penditures, not including the costs of right-of-way 
acquisition and engineering. Usage factors are 
derived from reports, by highway contractors, of 
quantities of materials used on Federal-aid highway 
construction projects. Factors vary somewhat from 
year to year principally because of fluctuations in 
Costs and changes in the nature of projects and the 
types of construction. For example, if during a 
Particular year large bridge construction predomi- 
nates, the structural steel factor would be relatively 





*Of the Office of Engineering, Bureau of Public 
Roads, U. S. Department of Commerce. 


high. A predominance of surfacing would result in 
relatively high factors for asphalt, portland cement, 
and aggregates. Similarly, urban construction 
usually reflects higher factors for structural mate- 
rials, rural construction for drainage and surfacing 
materials. 

On the basis of reports of Federal-aid highway 
construction projects completed during the 1954- 
1956 period, the usage factor for structural steel 
was 260 tons per $1 million of construction cost. 
The reports for projects completed during the years 
1957-1959 show 185 tons per $1 million construc- 
tion cost,--a decrease of about 29 percent. This de- 
crease was caused partly by the greater use of pre- 
stressed concrete in highway structures. 

The computed factors for reinforcing steel as re- 
ported in the same periods are 201 and 189 tons, 
respectively, per $1 million construction cost—a 
decrease of 6 percent. The portland cement factor 
decreased about 16 percent—from 15,400 barrels 
to 13,000 barrels per $1 million construction cost, 
and the lumber factor declined about 21 percent— 
from 91,000 to 72,000 board feet per $1 million 
construction cost. The estimates for portland ce- 
ment and reinforcing steel include quantities for 
pavement as well as for structures. Usageof these 
materials in pavement has remained reasonably 
stable. 

Actual usage of the basic materials is not neces- 
sarily decreasing to the extent indicated by the 
factors. For example, in concrete bridge construc- 
tion an increasing number of reinforced concrete 
structural members are being precast commer- 
cially and delivered to job sites ready for erection. 
In such cases, contractors do not report the amount 
of portland cement, aggregates, or reinforcing steel 
in precast beams or girders, or the quantity of form 
lumber required. It is common practice for com- 
mercial precasting yards to utilize forms either of 
steel construction or a combination of steel and lum- 
ber, which can be used repeatedly. 

Shown on p. 12 are the average material usage 
factors for the years 1954-56, related to the pre- 
vious estimates on material requirements, and for 
the 1957-59 period, on which the revised material 
requirement estimates are based: 


(11) 
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Units used per million 
dollars construction cost 
Unie 1954-56 1957-59 
average average 
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Manufacturers’ Shipments of Cast Iron Boilers and Cast Iron 
Radiation, 1959, and Outlook for 1960* 


Manufacturers’ shipments of cast iron boilers 
and cast iron radiation in 1959 were valued at $90.4 
million. Shipments of boilers accounted for $73.8 
million, or 82 percent, and shipments of base- 
board, convectors, and small and large tube radia- 
tion totaled $16.6 million, or 18 percent. This infor- 
mation was obtained as a part of a detailed survey 
of the heating industry conducted by the Building 
Materials Division of the Business and Defense 
Services Administration. The data were obtained 
from 19 manufacturers and represent substantially 
complete coverage of the industry. 

Cast iron boilers and cast iron radiation are used 
in steam or hot water heating systems, known as wet 
heat systems or, more recently, as “hydronics.” 
Wet heat systems are competitive with other heating 
systems such as warm air and electric heating. A 
comparison will be possible later this year when 
comprehensive data on other segments of the heating 
industry will be published. Historically, wet heat 
systems have sold best in those heavily populated 
areas of the United States having a long winter sea- 
son. In 1959, nearly 40 percent of the reported 
shipments were delivered to New York, New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania—the Middle Atlantic geographic 
division of the United States (table 1.) The New 
England and East North Central Divisions together 
received shipments valued at $28.5 million, or 31.5 
percent of total U. S. manufacturers’ sales. This 
is the first time geographic distribution data has 
been available on destination of shipments. 


SHIPMENTS IN 1959 


Sales of cast iron boilers are a major factor in 
the residential construction segment of the wet heat 
market. More than 90 percent of the 227.5 thou- 
sand cast iron boilers shipped by manufacturers 
in 1959 had a BTU output of less than 350,000 BTU 
per hour (table 2.) Included inthe total were 49,000 
units shipped as package boilers. A package boiler 
is one in which the boiler, burner, controls, and 
accessories are factory assembled as one unit 
which requires only service connections and sim- 
ple wiring to be installed. 

Gas-fired cast iron boilers were the most popular 
type shipped in 1959, closely followed by oil- 
fired boilers. Gas-fired boilers number 120,732, 
or 53.1 percent of 1959 shipments: oil-fired boilers 
number 101,348, or 44.5 percent. Boilers fired by 





*Prepared under the supervision of Charles P, 
Redick, Director, Building Materials Division, 
Business and Defense Services Administration, U. S. 
Department of Commerce. 


Table 1.—Cast Iron Heating Boilers and Cast Iron Radiation 
Equipment: Value and Percentage Distribution by Destina- 
tion of Shipments by Census Geographic Division 1 


















nd Shipments 
Census geographic division 






Percent 





New England..ccccccsccccccccccscsccsssecese $14, 631, 571 16.2 
Middle Atlanticsscccccccsccccsesccsccscseses 35, 503, 868 39.3 
East North Central....cccsccsesseseseesees 13, 841, 355 15.3 
West Nasth Central ccccosseccsccsceccoecese 4, 221, 657 4.7 
Sent SAAR iissts ctstierscmictonnens 6, 580, 491 43 
Bat South: Cental sic cscccscisccccaacosces 1, 001, 865 1.1 
West Souch Central ..c.ccccccccccccccccsces 1, 374, 974 Reo 
DRONE iisivnditctain wistscscscieneunenes 2, 663, 514 2.9 
Pacific (including Alaska and Hawaii) 1, 933, 000 2.2 


Exports;* and destination of ship- 
MENES MOC KNOWN .ececeseseeeeerscceresees 


\o 
. 
wa 


8, 657, 705 
*$90, 410, 000 


*Exports were valued at $355,610. . Composition of divisions 
is shown below table A-2. 
Source: U. S. Department of Commerce, Business and Defense 


Services Administration, Building Materials Division. 


Table 2.--Cast Iron HeatingBoilers: By BTU/Hour Output Rating 












Number 


: Percent 
of units 


BTU output rating 










0-349,000 BTU output per hour......... 
350,000 to 750,000 BTU output per 





206, 931 


13, 424 
7,172 


227,527 


5.9 






Source: Same as table 1. 
solid fuel accounted for the remainder reported, 
except for 110 boilers for which fuel type was not 
designated. 

Below is shown the relative importance of the 
four kinds of radiation equipment manufactured of 
cast iron: 


Output in 
thousands of Percent 
Type of radiation BTU's per hour _ Of total _ 
Baseboard......... gives 1,742,877 37.4 
CORVOCIOE Bis ccvcccccces 909,211 19.5 
Small tube.......... ikea 1,989,624 42.6 
Large tube......... dans 24,285 -o 
"FOE iasiccatccasnivceas 4,665,997 100.0 


The cast iron heating equipment industry used 
substantial quantities of metal in 1959. Nearly 200 
million pounds of cast iron were used inthe manu- 
facture of boilers and 10 million pounds in the pro- 
duction of radiation equipment. 
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THE 1960 OUTLOOK 


The outlook for 1960 for the cast iron boiler and 
radiation industry is somewhat similar to that of 
the steel heating boiler industry (see March 1960 
issue of Construction Review), except that steel 
boilers are used to a greater extent than cast iron 
boilers in nonresidential construction. Conse- 
quently, the cast iron boiler industry will feel 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


in greater proportion the expected decline in resi- 
dential construction in 1960. Although steel boiler 
sales will benefit from a probable substantial in- 
crease in nonresidential construction, sales of cast 
iron heating equipment will not be affected. How- 
ever, in spite of these factors, 1960 promises to be 
an excellent year compared to the average for the 
previous decade. 
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STATISTICAL SERIES 


Part A—Construction Put in Place 


NOTE: Estimates for September, October and November 1959 reflect the results of special surveys of a sample of builders and con- 
tractors undertaken to obtain information about any effect that steel shortages may have had on construction work done in those 
months. Results of these surveys have been applied to the figures derived from the normal estimating procedures. 


No special survey was made on the effect of the steel strike after November. In view of the resumption of steel production in No- 
vember, it was assumed that shortages of steel for construction purposes continued after November but that these shortages were not 
so great as during November and that these continued shortages resulted in less curtailment of construction activity. It was further 
assumed that the degree of curtailment of construction activity for each type of construction would decline from the November level to 
zero in one, two, or three months, dependent on the degree of curtailment shown for that type of construction in November. 


With the exception of the special surveys mentioned above, these monthly estimates are not based on direct measurements. Prima- 
rily, they are derived by applying standard progress patterns (which reflect normal seasonal movements) to the value of contracts 
awarded prior to the current month. The estimates do not reflect the effects of the varying number of working days indifferent months, 
nor of special conditions influencing the volume of activity in any given month, such as unusual weather, overtime, postponements, 
and-except when special surveys are made—materials shortages and work stoppages. 


Table A-1: New Construction Put in Place: Current Month, by Type of Construction 








Value (in millions of dollars) Percent change 
Type of construction First 5 
months, 
1959-60 
TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION .................. 19,596 | 20,097 +10 -5 -2 
PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION ......... .....00++ 14,194 | 14,056 -4 +1 


Residential buildings (nonfarm) ............ 
New dwelling umits...........csssscseseseees 
Additions and alterations 


5, 722 6, 323 -15 - 10 


+8 

7,678 | 8,178 +8 -11 -6 
+5 

1,607 | 1,567 +16 -3 +3 

































Nonhousekeeping ...........ssceseesessereeees 349 288 +7 +21 +21 
Nonresidential buildings ................:0+ 3,771 3, 230 +5 +12 +17 
nal alecceathii 1, 053 783 -1 +34 +34 
III siinsnnnenicsicccressscssucsnicsasiesieion 1,553 1, 407 +8 +1 +10 
Office buildings and warehouses .. 828 770 +4 +6 +8 
Stores, restaurants, and garages... 725 637 +12 -3 +14 
Other nonresidential buildings .......... 1, 165 1,040 +5 +13 +12 
Religious ...... ; 381 348 +5 +11 +9 
IIE ccsssinsnisirascrvetnceineonceniinanen 230 217 +2 + 12 +6 
Hospital and institutional .............. 236 227 0 1) +4 
Social and recreational .................. 231 180 +13 +29 + 28 
RIND ccccicevcienectsnnieneieesiovernne 87 68 +13 + 29 +28 
Farm construction.............. 585 598 +14 -8 -2 
BR BRIO sins swictcccsiverasicnsvesecocmasaseiese 2,058 1, 983 +10 +6 +4 
Telephone and telegraph ...............0+. 426 358 +16 +32 +19 
Other public utilities 1,632 1,625 +9 | (2) (2) 
MIN RUIN ciccineisccceccssecccanesesiciannn 102 67 +21 +53 +52 
PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION ..........csssesseeeeeee 5, 402 6, 041 +15 -7 -ll 
Residential buildings 293 474 +3 -33 - 38 
Nonresidential buildings ..............:...s0+0 1, 734 1,821 +6 +3 -5 
Industrial alpha saesseanhatnsso cae cueamatcatenieeen 160 146 +3 +13 +10 
Educational sesosnnusecnnnsessscegnasecanennsessnennes 1,034 1,094 +6 +4 -5 
Hospital and institutional 157 157 +3 -§ = 9 
Administrative and service 0.0.0... 204 234 +11 +2 -13 
Other nonresidential buildings .......... 179 175 +5 +5 +2 
Nilitary ee 404 561 +2 - 36 -28 
ala alidad tie 1, 701 1, 963 32 a6 =-13 
Sewer and water a 585 549 +4 +5 +7 
— ieceesacisaenendeinsiabindieial 358 339 +3 +4 +6 
aoe ssvssecnnnsenssnee sesesesnnnsees 227 210 +6 +6 +8 
ublic service enterprises ......... 197 172 +16 +2 +15 
Conservation and development ... 418 410 +15 0 +2 
All other public ........ccsosssssccsssssessssssesensee 70 91 +13 | -23 -23 
Source: Departments of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. ‘Includes data for railroads which were formerly shown separately. 


Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. * Revised. 


(15) 
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Table A-2: New Construction Put in Place: Recent Monthly Trend, by Type of Construction 


(Value, in millions of dollars) 





1959 1960 





Type of construction r 









Feb. | Mar. Apr. 
TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION. | 3,506 | 3,840 | 4, 284 





4, 755 | 5, 160 4,880 | 4, 421 







































PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION ...... 2,474 | 2,714 | 2,999 | 3, 287 | 3,523 3,460 | 3, 302 2,712 | 2,596 
Residential bldgs. (nonfarm) | 1,374 | 1,562 | 1,799 | 1,972 | 2,096 | 2,151 1, 348 
New dwelling units ............ 1,080 | 1,230 | 1,370 | 1,473 | 1,583 | 1,625 1, 023 
Additions and alterations... 238 276 372 438 448 458 257 
Nonhousekeeping................ 56 56 57 61 65 68 68 
Nonresidential buildings........ 636 625 627 687 762 801 763 
IN ch ca dicdestnrciricocninann 160 154 150 154 161 167 218 
CAIRO cvsicssscecsisserersceoose 268 270 276 320 364 379 314 
Office buildings : 
and warehouses .......... 154 149 150 159 165 172 166 
Stores, restaurants, 
and garageS................. 114 121 126 161 199 207 148 
Other nonresidential bldgs.| 208 201 201 213 237 255 231 
BN icisa cicesesnsaseronerese 70 67 67 7 79 85 7 
Educational...................... 45 42 41 41 42 44 46 
Hospital & institutional 45 45 45 46 48 49 48 
Social and recreational... 34 34 36 41 50 54 43 
Miscellaneous.................. 14 13 12 14 18 23 17 
Farm comstruction.............00.00 103 115 131 155 173 187 197 183 155 136 121 101 103 
Public utilities ............:ccceceeees 349 399 429 458 475 489 496 493 477 449 411 356 363 
Telephone and telegraph .... 64 75 78 81 83 84 78 88 87 | 85 72 64 71 
Other public utilities '........ | 285 324 351 377 392 405 418 405 390 364 339 292 292 
All other private ...............0000 12 13 13 15 17 19 19 20 22 23 23 22 19 
PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION ........ 1,032 | 1,126 | 1,285 | 1,468 | 1,637 | 1,611 | 1,608 | 1,528 1,420 {1,119 | 1,013 974 886 
Residential buildings.............. 97 96 95 92 88 77 69 67 63 59 61 57 57 
Nonresidential buildings......... 326 366 385 385 408 406 412 380 368 321 320 326 305 
SN ciinnicaiiisiiesindain 28; 29/ 30} 30] 32] 2) 30} 27] 33 34 | 33 35} 29 
PIE i vac csccscsssnccasessense 197 218 229 227 242 245 239 222 217 185 191 196 182 
Hospital and institutional... 29 37 38 38 39 38 40 36 35 32 30 29 28 
Administrative & service ... 42 47 50 51 52 50 57 51 44 36 35 34 34 
Other nonresidential bldgs. 30 35 38 39 43 44 46 44 39 34 31 32 32 
Military facilities.................... 91 100 119 144 159 127 133 129 117 109 98 80 56 
MI Sali cesnearcinsacanscdtornsnierec 319 328 | 419] 549| 654| 678] 656] 625 568 | 370] 286 280} 250 
Sewer and water systems........ 96 110 116 122 127 135 142 138 128 120 116 113 104 
MI siscsiesirsinsnsssensssjusacitavess 60 68 71 74 78 84 88 86 79 74 73 70 64 
hin cs cisiadnsiapancnntoni 36 42 45 48 49 51 54 52 49 46 43 43 40 
Public service enterprises .... 25 31 39 49 54 63 68 63 54 45 37 35 32 
Conservation & development.. 63 78 91 105 126 105 107 106 105 80 82 70 70 
All other public................sscssse 15 17 21 22 21 20 21 20 17 15 13 13 12 
Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. Includes data for railroads which were formerly shown separately. 


COMPOSITION OF REGIONS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS 


NORTHEAST NORTH CENTRAL SOUTH WEST 


New England 3. E. N. Central — 4. W. N. Central 5. S. Atlantic 6. E. S. Central 8. Mountain 
Connecticut Illinois lowa Delaware Alabama Arizona 
Maine Indiana Kansas Dist. of Col. Kentucky Colorado 
Massachusetts Michigan Minnesota Florida Mississippi Idaho 
New Hampshire Ohio Missouri Georgia Tennessee Montana 
Rhode Island Wisconsin Nebraska Maryland Nevada 
Vermont 7 North Dakota N. Carolina . W. S. Central New Mexico 
g South Dakota S. Carolina Arkansas  ~ Utah 
. Middle Atlantic Virginia Louisiana Wyoming 
New Jersey W. Virginia Oklahoma 
New York Texas . Pacific 
Pennsylvania California 
Oregon 
Washington 
NONFARM POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN 1950 
NORTHEAST—29,5 percent. NORTH CENTRAL—~29.0 percent. SOUTH—27.7 percent. WEST——13.8 percent. 
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Table A-3: New Construction Put in Place: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate, by Type of Construction 





(Value, in millions of dollars) 








Seasonally adjusted annual rate 





Annual total 


















































Type of construction 1959 7 ___1960 
May Dec. Jan. a Feb. | Mar Apr. 

TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION .................... | 56,556 | 51,972 | 53,868! 54, 252 * 54, 264 | 53.916 48, 903 
PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION ...................... 39,552 | 37,728 | 38,532 38,760} ‘38,592 | ‘38, 172 33,491] 38, 281 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) ..............| 23,772 | 21,120 | 21,648 | 21,348 | ‘21,312 | ‘21, 132 18, 047 22, 322 
Nonresidential buildings .....................0.... 8, 592 9, 228 9, 564 9, 996 9, 756 9,648 8,675 8, 726 
NIN eee en cranwe dati 1, 884 2; 302 2, 436 2,616 2, 580 2; 200 2, 382 2, 008 
I on rail peer a, 4,008 3,972 4, 140 4, 356 4, 128 4, 068 3, 589 3,914 
Office buildings and warehouses .... 1,992 1,992 2, 136 2, 160 2, 136 2,100 2,013 1,968 
Stores, restaurants, and garages .... 2,016 1, 980 2, 004 2,196 1,992 1,968 1,576 1,946 
Other nonresidential buildings ............ 2,700 2, 904 2, 988 3,024 3, 048 3,048 2, 704 2, 804 
Farm construction ...............0......cc0csese sees 1,692 1, 932 1,644 1,596 1,596 1, 584 1,475 1, 750 
SN II 65a cas cajsescnvsvecioauayriiesns 5, 340 5, 136 5, 340 $,5201 *S,652] *S,568 5, 105 5, 273 
IE OR i isiccn ssccain vsestcovecaineccesoneanss 156 312 336 300 276 240 189 210 
PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION ........................ | 17,004 | 14,244 | 15,336 | 15,492 | °15,672 | ‘15, 744 15,412] 15,977 
Residential buildings ....................:0cc0 1, 128 708 696 732 756 * 756 846 958 
Nouresidential buildings .................0.0..... 4, 584 4, 164 4, 308 4, 452 4,284] '4,524 4,653 4, 436 
Military facilities .0....0.ccccccsceueee. | 1,728] 1,332} 1,140 924 | '1,380| ‘1,296 1,402] 1,433 
Highways ............. see 6,156 | 4,572] 5,796] 5,772] 5,784] ‘5,772 5, 500 5, 800 
Sewer and water opatens.. 1,416 1, 536 1, 536 1, 536 1,500 “1, 488 1, 387 1, 455 
ON ge a ai os cae a 888 924 960 948 936 924 836 901 
TE Sesto speeeiedaaeeek sans 528 612 576 588 564 *564 551 554 
Public service enterprises eatnns ceo 552 588 552 612 552 552 451 556 
Conservation and development ............... i, 222 1, 140 1, 092 1, 236 1,236} ‘1,188 1,019 1,121 

PA I sna ciate es cassterstisecsnsioxtsvince 228 204 216 228 180 168 154 














Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. ‘Revised. 
, 


Table A-4: New Construction Put in Place: Value in 1947-49 Prices, by Type of Construction 
(Millions of dollars) 


1959 1960 Annual total 


_— of construction sf nec on | Fok Lhe ff [es Tos [| 1959 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION ......) 3,055 35, 334 | 34, 681 | 34, 944 








= = oo 8 & 





PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION ..........; 2,110 25, 661 | 24, 805 | 24, 469 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) ....| 1, 319 15, 078 | 13,648 | 12,903 
Nonresidential buildings ................ 427 6,007| 6,594] 6,805 
Industrial ........ ‘i 104 1,941 | 2,306] 2,506 
Office buildings & warehouses > 103 1,054} 1,294] 1,389 
Stores, restaurants, & garages .. 85 1,472} 1,441 | 1,186 
Other nonresidential buildings .. 135 1,540} 1,553 | 1,724 
Farm Comstruction ...0.000.........c eee 100 1,344] 1,252 | 1,249 
INN cs cessssiesniciantncndevies 256 3,119 | 3,230 | 3,384 
NN IR aiccsiosisccsesrsvesctine s 113 81 128 
PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION .............. 945 9,673 | 9,876 | 10,475 
Residential buildings ...................... 70 213 225 383 
Nonresidential buildings. ................ 262 3,274 | 3,017 | 3,193 
RS edi c5.seasstssaneieaans 21 588 339 333 
Educational . eae 155 1,888 | 1,891 | 2,003 
Hospital and insticutional ......... 26 232 220 250 
Other nonresidential buildings .. 60 566 567 607 
Military facilities 0.0000... 86 1,063 | 1,059 955 
I ish secu saccictescidenscviapieies 367 3,633 | 3,851 | 4, 146 
Sewer and water systems ................ 70 769 859 865 
Public service enterprises.............. 22 157 240 232 


497 556 625 
67 69 76 


Conservation and development ...... 55 
REE IE GINS os enisissnisciossesoncocescsins 13 








Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. ‘Revised. 
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Table A-5: New Public Construction Put in Place, by Source of Funds, Ownership, and Type of Construction 


Value (in millions of dollars) Percent change 


hs 
May Apr. eens 


6, 041 5, 402 -7 +15 -11 





Source of funds, 
ownership, and 
type of construction 


TOTAL PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION... 


NE II vols <csisieseissoscsosesnsaceie 2, 375 1, 880 -21 +17 -21 
Dizect Federal ...........0.0csecssss 1, 478 1, 195 -21 +9 -19 
Federal grants-in-aid! ,.......... 897 685 -22 +30 -24 

State and local funds....%............ 3,666 3,522 +3 +14 -4 











FEDERALLY OWNED ...................... 1, 478 1,195 | +9 -19 
Residential buildings...................... 255 122 -49 +4 - 52 
Nonresidential buildings................ 250 251 +12 +8 | (7) 
ds ciceacercensveencansss 146 160 +13 +3 +10 
Educational 7 6 +100 +100 -14 
oss ciita cs sicscnnsticaisicciannie 20 21 0 +25 +5 
Administrative and service........ 65 50 +8 +8 -23 
Other nonresidential 12 14 0 0 +17 
DEY FACIE ....-......-00s0csreone0ss0 561 404 - 36 +2 - 28 
GET Oia siascsvasavevnsacsonsve vocassisesseee 46 52 +14 +33 +13 
Conservation and development...... 352 355 a’ +16 +1 
All other federally owned .............. 14 11 «3 +50 -21 
STATE AND LOCALLY OWNED ...... 4, 563 4, 207 «3 +17 -8 
Residential buildings.................... 219 171 we oa = 
Nonresidential buildings................ 1, 571 1, 483 a3 4 ae 
IR xs scaninnsnicsacrcxissoseen cues 1, 087 1,028 +3 +5 -5 
RI ccacckissescosss, -sevenvpecausavacans 152 136 -9 0 -11 
Administrative and service........ 169 154 0 +11 -9 
Other nonresidential .................. 163 165 +6 +6 +1 
Wi ghWaye ..--..ssreceresevenseonssess-sscaneeceonse 1,917 1,649 -7 +32 -14 
Sewer and water systems .............. 549 585 “3 ea +7 
RD stik irhaiactesenvcesatiawiinnnicieeseitevees 339 358 +4 +3 +6 
II sink ensnscins csicsberperkiccdssneiatdsuessan 210 227 +6 +6 +8 
All other State and locally owned. 307 319 0 +14 +4 
Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 1 Construction programs currently receiving Federal grants-in-aid cover 


highways, schools, hospitals, airports, and miscellaneous community facilities. 2 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
‘Revised. 





Part B--Housing 





Table B-1: New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, by Ownership, Location, and Type of Structure 








































































Ownership Location! Type of structure 
Period Total Units in 2-or-more family structures 
Private 5-or-more 
NUMBER OF NEW DWELLING UNITS (in thousands) 
Rhee ER ccnnscctneninits 1,091.3 | 1,020.1 71.2 776.8 314.5 900.1 191.2 gy (7) 
oo 1,127.0 | 1,068.5 58.5 794.9 332.1 942.5 184.5 (?) (7) 
Es ctateeain 1,103.8 | 1,068.3 35.5 803.5 300. 3 937.8 166.0 (*) (?) 
ee ictinnistnitcin 1,220.4 | 1,201.7 18.7 896. 7 323.5 | 1,077.9 142.5 51.9 90.6 
-| 1,328.9 | 1,309.5 19.4 975.8 353.1 | 1,194.4 134.5 49.2 85.3 | 
ES 1,118.1 | 1,093.9 24,2 779.8 338. 3 989.7 128.4 46.4 82.0 2 
Ni iiciaistanssionsin 1,041.9 992.8 49.1 699.7 342.2 872.7 169.2 51.8 117.4 | 
ec eiials 1,209.4 | 1,141.5 67.9 827.0 382. 4 975.1 234.3 62.9 171.4 
Si sisthnsitonntains 1,378.5 | 1,342.8 35.7 946.1 432.4 | 1,094.6 283.9 78.8 205, 1 
First 4 months, 1959..... 444.7 433.1 11.6 301.7 143.0 344.2 100. 5 26. 1 74,4 
First 4 months, 1960..... 361.0 352.8 8.2 240.7 120.3 (3) (3) (3) (3) 
i: ee icitneninn 142.2 137.4 4.8 | 97.0 | 45.2 110, 1 32.1 7.9 24,2 
ON eiactciiinaentas 137.0 133.5 3.5 94.1 42.9 109. 3 27.7 7.4 20,3 
Se ictecinennisns 136.7 131.1 5.6 | 93.1 43.6 109. 5 27.2 8.0 19.2 
Dai sssnciiniitatanates 128.8 127.2 1.6 88. 3 40.5 106. 5 22.3 6.2 16.1 
Oe ee 129. 3 125.1 4.2 | 86.0 43.3 107.2 7a.1 6.3 15.8 
September.......0+ 120. 3 116.9 3.4 82.7 37.6 96.5 23.8 762 16.6 
October. .sssseseeees 105.5 102.2 3.3 75.3 30.2 84.7 20.8 6.6 14.2 
November. ....+++s 92.5 90.7 1.8 65.5 27.0 72.5 20.0 5.9 14.1 
December.......... 83.7 83.0 0.7 59.4 24.3 64.2 19.5 Si% 14,4 
1960: January....ccccseeee 3 .0 1.3 53.3 23.0 58.5 17.8 5.3 12.5 
February.. ....s000 ce wa e235 * 53.4 * 23.1 59.6 16.9 4.8 12.1 
NE ccelinmteanet 8 7 3.1 3 5 76.1 21.7 6.4 15.3 
i ecm 4 9 1.5 7 (>) (> () 
First 4 months, 1959-60 
Mar.-Apr. 1960......eeeeeee 
April 1959-60. .....seseeees 
Wes BPR icversscsscccoce +5 6.5 cSt )60OfiC RRB eacocece | sonseans 
liienseiabesns .8 5.2 Oe 8 = MALE aacences | conmee 
Si ciiaeiinn .8 3,2 st 0 EE ucaccoue | coon 
AON sconcidaiiae 5 1.5 3 
i cinthintiiiitals . 1.5 9 
i siaieabiieneal .8 2.2 3 88. 5 
Sissons 3 4.7 .8 83.8 
TE ciciseniinssie 4 5.6 .6 80. 6 
EE 4 2.6 4 4 
First 4 months, 1959.... 4 2.6 8 ea 4 
First 4 months, 1960..... 7 2.3 | 66.7 33.3 (3) 
1959: April.....sseseee ose .6 3.4 68. 2 31.8 4 22.6 5.6 17.0 
* OE 4 2.6 68.7 31.3 .8 20.2 5.4 14.8 
FURBreccccvcnenconeee 9 4.1 68. 1 31.9 1 20.0 5.9 14.1 
EE .8 1.2 68. 6 31.4 q 17.3 4.8 12.5 
PE camer. 8 3.2 66.5 33.5 9 17.1 4.9 12,2 
S eptember ......4+. 2.8 68.7 31.3 ‘2 19.8 6.0 13.8 
October...c..seeeeee 9 3.1 71.4 28.6 3 19.7 6.3 13.4 
November....s00s ¥ 1.9 70.8 29.2 4 21.6 6.4 15.2 
December......0++ 52 0.8 71.0 29.0 7 23.3 6.1 17.2 
1960: January...ccceeeeee 3 1.7 69.9 30.1 7 23.3 6.9 16.4 
February ......++. in 0 3.0 69.8 30,2 9 22.1 6.3 15.8 
sieeceahiadnites 100 96.8 3,2 ' 3 8 2 6.6 15.6 
SD apiaanings 100 98. 6 1.4 9 








Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. _' Annual data for metropolitan-nonmetropolitan areas not available before 
1950; monthly data not available before January 1953. Data by urban and rural-nonfarm classification for 1920-53 available upon re 
quest. Not available prior to January 1954. Tabulations showing the number of units in 2-family and 3-or- more family structures 
for 1920-1953 available upon request. 3Not yet available. ‘Revised. 
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Table B-2: New Private Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate 





Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the 


Chart 3. 


Number of new dwelling units (in thousands) 








Census. ® Revised. 
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Table B-3: New Private 1-Fomily Houses Started: Average Construction Cost 


Annual 
= [= [|= [|=] = [or] [oe [= [| [oe 








AVERAGE CONSTRUCTION COST 
ee $7, 250 | $7, 450! $7,550! $7,775 | $7,950] $8, 050 | $8,050 | $8, 100 | $7, 900 | $7, 825 | $7, 900 | $7, 900 | $7, 850 
7,525| 7,450} 7,500| 7,650| 7,675] 7,525| 7,650| 7,725| 7,675| 7,675 | 7,625| 7,625 
i ciscnincsies 7,625| 7,850| 8,225| 8,450] 8,450| 8,750| 8,875| 9,125] 8,900] 9,200| 9,075 | 9,200] 8,675 
RR 9,100| 9,250| 9,175| 9,325] 9,475| 9,475| 9,400} 9,300] 9,450] 9,225] 9,250| 9,125| 9,300 
9G5Boaancccnnnsnns. 9,050| 9,275| 9,350] 9,550! 9,575) 9,675| 9,500| 9,425] 9,600] 9,525] 9,550] 9,525 | 9,475 
Oh 9,400| 9,600| 9,800| 10,000! 9,900] 10,000 | 10,125 | 10,175 | 10,200 | 10,175 | 9,975 | 10,000 | 9,950 
ee 9,750| 9,800} 10,075| 10,600| 10,850| 10, 750 | 10,850 | 10,750 | 10,675 | 10, 800 | 10,850 | 11,075 | 10, 625 
natal 10,575 | 11,125 | 11,250] 11,250] 11,400| 11,400 | 11,475 | 11,425 | 11,525 | 11,575 | 11,575 | 11,625 | 11,350 
i cocwciaie 11, 325 | 11,750 | 12,150] 12,275} 12,300] 12,300 | 12,375 | 12,275 | 12,325 | 12,425 | 12,675 | 12,350 | 12,225 
BR caisncienca 12, 600 | 12,800| 12,950] 13,025| 13,250] 13,150 | 13,050] 12,925 | 13,075 | 13, 375 | 13,000 | 12,925 | 13,025 
1958.......0.0-. 12, 775 | 12,875 | 13,000} 13,100] 13,150] 13,025 | 13,025 | 12,550] 12,925 | 13,125 | 12,925 | 12,800 | 12,950 
ns 12, 450 | 12,300 | 13, 250 | 13,650! 13,750} 13, 725 | 13,550: 13,600 | 13, 700 | 13,800 ; 13, 700 | 13, 450 | 13, 445 
















13, 650 





Percent change, 1959 to 1960 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. * Revised. 


Table B-4: New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, by Region! 


Number of new dwelling units (in thousands) Percent change, 


1960 












Region 





‘ re | Mar. 





76.5 97.8 
Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 1 Composition of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, 
are shown below table A-2. 
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(NOTICE: The series, "New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started in Selected States” bas been discontinued. These datawere formerly publisbedin Table BS.) 
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Table B-6: New Private Dwelling Units: Volume in Successive Stages of FHA and VA Programs 








~ Number (in thousands) of new dwelling units in-- Percent of 

























































er aa ae eT total private 
FHA applications VA = conn ee a a VA _ Starts under 

-Bacledi appraisal — “cosy loans inspection of-- 

Ecldig | reyes | FHA | VA Capenan'| Smet | rua | vA 
— 313.5 620.8} 276.7] 392.9 139.8 | 387.6 | at 30 
a del 219.4 401.5 | 189.3] 270.7 110.9 | 313.5 17 | 25 

i hi 229.7 159.4 | 168.4] 128.3 92.6 | 218.8 | 17 13 
Sdinadansalil 395.9 234.2} 295.4] 102.1 157.0 | 94.0 | 26 9 
Beaccscayes 420.9 234.0| 330.7} 109.3 227.8 145. 3 | 25 8 
1959: ee. oac ; 45.4 18.9 33.5 11.0 19.7 12.8 | 24 | 8 
aaa alee ' 41.4 20.7} 34.4 10. 3 18.6 11.6 | 26 8 
eS 72.0 ? 27.2 34.8 11.0 20.5 11.7 27 | 8 
aaah ican 32.3 .6 26. 1 31.7 10.6 19. 2 11.9 | 25 8 
August .........-. 27.8 8 21.2] 31.3 9.9 17.5 10.6; 25 8 
September ....... 30.5 3 17.9 29.8 10.0 19.4 11.0 25 9 
October.......... 3 3 16.7 26.8 9.4 20. 1 11.5! 26 | 9 
November........ 3 3 12.2 20. 3 7.9 18.0 10.9 | 22 | 9 
December........ 5 Ls 11.1 20.0 6.4 18.8 12.1 | 24 | 8 
1960: January.......... 3 .0 11.2 15.9 4.1 18.2 10.2 21 | 5 
February......... .8 .6 12.9 17.7 4.8 17.4 9.1 24 | 6 
March...........+. .2 ,2 12.9 21.9 5.2 16.8 9. 4 23 5 
Sneed .0 .0 13.7 25.4 7.3 14.7 8.3 23 7 





Speers ae 8 
De vistcckninoes 67. 6 
Percent change, 










1959 to 1960.... -11. BLS | ----0e | ee eeee 





Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Housing and Home Finance Agency (FHA) and 
the Veterans Administration. 1 Excludes units under the armed services (Capehart) housing program, which are classified as pub- 
lic and whose inspection while under construction is under the auspices of the Department of Defense. 7 Not yet available. 


Table B-7: Nonfarm Mortgage Recordings of $20,000 or Less: Number and Average Amount, and Total Amount by Type of Lender 













Total amount (in millions ‘of dollars) recorded by-- Ye 








































, Average 7 
Period — All ae Insurance Commercial inane Sudtehineie All other 
(dollars) lenders associations | “™Panies banks heat lenders 












cei eaasdak 10, 452 1,932 5,617 1, 858 5, 265 
iigubawandacen 9, 532 1, 799 5, 458 1,824 4,917 
Dittieessnenaut 9, 217 1, 472 4, 264 1, 430 4, 307 
beaientecnsiccsic 10, 516 1, 460 5, 204 1, 640 5, 133 

13,094 I, 343 5, 832 6, 060 

First 3 mos., 1959..... 2, 794 343 1,373 1, 423 
First 3 mos., 1960..... \ 2, 619 329 1, 061 1, 312 
1959: March baekamnacnes 1, 059 116 492 489 
_ ee 1, 148 115 553 125 333 502 

nth sarsencsnas 1,151 112 534 140 339 492 

I ceidscasteesiins 1, 261 120 543 168 544 

i chis<ccessa 1, 286 138 562 187 560 
August 1, 203 137 505 167 522 
September 1, 184 136 481 521 
October.......... 1,152 146 522 
November........ 952 137 478 

w December........ 963 138 497 
e January.......... 777 107 427 
February......... 859 103 417 
ee 983 119 467 





Percent change 


1S 


ee 
Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Federal Home Loan Bank Board. 


First 3 mos., 1959-60. 


(NOTE; Tables Be8 and B-9, Housing Vacancy Rates, are shown quarterly in the February, May, August, and November issues.) 








Part C--Building Permits 





Table C-1: Building Permit Activity: Current Summary, by Type of Building Construction 

































































7 ‘ T Valuation (in millions of dollars) Percent change 
Type of building 7 
construction oar 
Mar, Fe 
LL b 
ee ae ar es — 
All building construction! ooo... 

ic pd alc aur sake necenn hi iatea vimana 

OI ssc cincadeacilepadsenvecsnco-anseaaabiabns __2iil. i 
New dwelling units? .........cssssssessccsenesssereeeeee 678.9 

Number of new dwelling units .............000% (84, 283) | (60,634) | (57,724) (+20) f 
New nonresidential building ................. aia 651.6 483.6 468.9 ‘ 729.0 -9 

Commercial buildings................s:ssecesseseees | 264.0 174.4 153.2 332.3 =2] 

Stores and other mercantile buildings .. 102.4 79.6 83.4 * 95.5 +3 
All other commercial buildings.............. | 161.6 94.8 69.8} ‘236.8 -33 

CRM TATA G IRE ine sssarsenccsscancsccscsnsins | 216.2 177.9 176.6 *211.9 = 5 

INGE MINED seicicsreceictrorcnermscvseiesens | 82.8 | 63.1 59.5 ‘98.8 +] 

All other nonresidential buildings ............ 88.5 68.2 79.7 * 86.0 +10 | 
Additions and alterations. ..........c.....ssss- | _186.5| 151.3 129.2} 179.8 467.0| 442.7 
Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. ‘Includes new nonhousekee ping residential building, not shown separately, 

. Housekeeping only. 
Chart 5. 
° . a . 7 ! 
Building Permit Activity 
N 
Millions of Dollars Millions of Dollars 
CLASS OF CONSTRUCTION TYPE OF BUILDING 
COMME RC/AL 
ALL BUILDING «— BUILDING 
*“CONSTRUCTION 
COMMUNITY 
“~~ BUILDING 
Ad 
NEW DWELLING 
UNITS 
/ All 
Ne 
t e 
i ‘ ¢ 
[ 
' 
i 
NEW 
£ INDUSTRIAL 
NONRE SIDENTIAL 
i BULOING = 
- 0080005 C 
, Ge 
In 
Py 
Al 
Addi 
See { 


1959 i960 . 


SOURCE’ DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 60-10-E 
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Table C-2: Building Permit Activity: Total Valuation, by Type of Building Construction and Region! 
a Valuation (in millions of dollars) Desene 
Class of construction and Type 1959 Risse 2 meade change, 
of building construction Ist 2 
months 


1959-60 




































All building construction aE ee ca 2, 834.8 2,584.1 af 
Sow AwONRS GRID oo sasccncevccecsnsnsasseososesoeees ug 1, 497.8 1, 308. 8 -13 
New nonresidential building ................05 9 " 1,037.9 952.5 of 
Commercial buildings .................cccccceee us 5 412.6 327.6 att 
Amusement buildings ..................000+ 4 . 25.8 29.5 +14 
Commercial garages ............0ccccesesees 4 0 7.2 5.0 -31 
Gasoline and service stations............. 9 6 15.5 16.7 + 8 
CEG WARD ise sicc seins scearacsresosaesinses ol 2 202.0 | 113.4 -44 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. ..... a7 6 162.2 | 163.0 (4) 
Community buildings.................cc0ceseee 2 9 389.8 354.5 - 9 
Educational buildings 3 5 245.7 249.2 +1 
Institutional buildings .................... ; 3 .8 90.9 44.5 - 51 
Religious buildings...............-.s-se+0 -6 -6 53.3 60.8 +14 
Garages, private residential ed 9 9 10.2 11.0 + 8 
Industrial buildings.................:::ceceeseeeeees 6 2 107.2 122.6 +14 
Public utilities buildings ...............0:.0: 8 os 40.5 40.6 (4) 
All other nonresidential buildings ........ 8 oa 77.5 96. 3 +24 
Additions and alterations.......essessscsseerers i? 3 263.6 280. 5 aoe 
All building construction 2 ..................0.00 * 343.7 ul l 625.9 491.9 3) 
New dwelling units ate ot bt *137.9 6 6 267.0 221.8 af7 
New nonresidential building ................0. * 173.7 .8 0 294.1 202.1 -31 
Commercial buildings .................seccesee0 * 85.8 -8 oS 138.4 77.3 -44 
Amusement buildings 3.0 7 .0 4.5 6.2 +38 
Commercial garages ...........c.:cecseeneees “4 0 17 an - 88 
Gasoline and service stations............. 1.2 os 4 ae y -8 
COGS UEER ED nse sssisccscsasscesersccsese y 69.0 2 9 103.2 32.4 -69 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. .... 12.1 6 4 26.4 36.2 +37 
Community buildings................2.c:eseeee: * 68.2 3 ie 112.7 88.5 +21 
Educational buildings.............0-::000+ *51.9 = .0 83.0 67.3 -19 
Institutional buildings .................0.:0+ 10. 3 3 4 19.5 8.8 -55 
Religious buildings.................:00::0s0 6.0 as 62 10.2 12.3 +21 
Garages, private residential .................. 9 -6 a2 1.8 2.0 +11 
Industrial buildingsS.............cccccccseseeseeeees * 10.6 .0 +3 25.1 25.3 +1 
Public utilities buildings ................0++- 3.3 9 wa 4.6 51 -33 
All other nonresidential buildings ........ 4.9 3 9 11.5 6.0 - 48 
Additions and alterationS.......sseeees cece * 29.2 4 a2 60. 2 61.0 +1 


















All building construction 2 .................cc008 ES 2 Ls 1 4 - 
New dwelling I a Sonica aacgsl .0 o3 .0 1 aa -8 
New nonresidential building .................... ; 5 -9 8 «1 ‘a +14 
Commercial buildings ............:...see ' ol °3 4 3.1 0 +30 
Amusement buildings  ...........::ss 6 ua 9 9 4 -10 
Commercial garages ..............000 -8 an 0 3 4 -39 
Gasoline and service stations .......... .0 9 .0 wa 0 +8 

ON Ce WRG S: o.n5.....siise.nse.0cersose0ee .0 .4 4 a 0 +37 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. .... L7 8 ey 3.9 i +43 
Community buildings ...........cccececesesesnees 4 9 .0 ka ee -8 
Educational buildings ...............:000 -6 ue .0 .6 5 +34 
Institutional buildings ..................0++ _@ i? ce .0 .8 6 
Religious buildings.............:c:cscseesee 9 .4 .3 .6 ba +13 
Garages, private residential .................. “5 4 5 6 -8 +8 
Industrial buildings...............:<:seseesee -9 > of 3 2 +22 
Public utilities buildings................00 4.3 9 4 2 Ge +62 
All other nonresidential buildings ....... 4 .8 .8 Ea Ey +49 
Additions and alterations........seeeeeeseo-: od 4 as Ka LZ +22 





See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table C-2: Building Permit Activity: Total Valuation, by Type of Building Construction and Region 1_Con. 


Valuation (in millions of dollars) 






change, 
Ist 2 






Class of construction and Type 1959 First 2 months 


of building construction 
Feb. Dec. 






























All building construction 2...................... * 428.7 ‘ 0 757.7 -l1 
New dwelling umits 3...........ccssssssssssssseen * 245.6 .4 .6 4 401.0 -15 
New nonresidential building.................... 138, 2 3 2 3 262.8 -10 
Commercial buildings .............::.::0+ 62.4 2 me wa ¥ 97.9 -22 
Amusement buildings ................0.004 2.8 7 .0 9 7.9 6.9 -13 
Commercial garages ..............0000 oP) ol oS -8 2.0 2.3 +15 
Gasoline and service stations........ 2.5 oe i Si ae +12 
EERO WEN ica. -snsescncvesssesisveee 20.7 5 .0 .0 39.9 29.0 -27 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. .. 35.8 -0 3 9 70.6 54.2 -23 
Community buildings..................0cssese 43.6 oe eT -6 94.0 103. 3 +10 
Educational buildings..................00+ 22.9 -6 4 tl 54.8 69.5 +27 
Institutional buildings ..................... 12.4 .0 .6 3 ai,1 10.9 -48 
Religious buildings..................000 8.3 -6 c7 Ws 18. 1 23.0 +27 
Garages, private residential ................ 1.4 3 -6 -4 2.6 3.0 +15 
Industrial buildings..................:cscecse se 12.2 2 4 .8 28.9 25.2 -1 
Public utilities buildings 9.3 3 -6 3 19.3 14.9 23 
All other nonresidential buildings ...... °e3 4 iS 9 21.8 18. 4 -16 
Additions. and alterations........000+..c0 39.7 ap -6 9 74.6 703 +4 
All building construction 2..................0--. 419.0 2 6 5 844.9 803.1 os) 
New dwelling units >.............css:ccsssesssen 225.9 3 4 .8 479.0 428.2 ll 
New nonresidential building .................... * 143.0 .9 ie a 269.8 280.2 +4 
Commercial buildings ................::0s0000 36.3 3 -0 3 95.6 83.3 -13 
Amusement buildings ...............00:0+ 3.5 8 8 02 8.4 12.0 +43 
Commercial garages ............ssssseeseeen 3 2 0 ol 1.1 1.1 0 
Gasoline and service stations ........ 1.9 -6 wae o> 4,2 4.7 +12 
Office buildings.............:.:.cse:ssesseen 14.8 4 9 <2 40.6 27.1 - 33 A 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. .. 15.8 3 oi 2 41.3 38.3 -7 
Community buildings ..................0s000 63.7 9 4 .6 100.9 87.0 -14 
Educational buildings...... 45.3 5 25 4 70. 2 61.9 -12 
Institutional buildings M7 3 6 5 18.3 14,1 -23 
Religious buildings...................0:0:0+ 6.7 0 3 7 12.4 11.0 -12 
Garages, private residential ................ 1.7 6 4 a? 3.3 9.1 -6 & 
Industrial buildings .................::s00 * 16.7 bf -9 val 26.9 40.0 + 49 a 
Public utilities buildings 4.4 be Ps ae 7.0 6.9 -1 
All other nonresidential buildings ...... 20.2 46.3 8 2 36.0 60.0 +67 
Additions and alterations.......seeeesee- 42.7 42.3 36.1 45.7 79.4 81.8 +3 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. ' Composition of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, 
are shown below table 2. 7 Includes new nonhousekee ping residential building, not shown separately. }Housekeeping only. 
4 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. ‘Revised. 


Table C-3: Building Permit Activity: Number of Nonresidential Buildings, by Type of Building 








1959 1960 
Type of construction 

Amusement buildings ..................:0sssssse 168 187 167 228 
Commercial garages ..........ssssvsseseseeeseees 77 72 47 “ 
Educational buildings....... shassbioesasanieadi 319 333 293 
Garages, private residential .................... 11,798 | 6,513 4, 876 5, 349 
Gasoline and service stations.................. 559 595 529 566 
NUNN NII sn cocsncsesiicocenssasasexeonevenen 1,220 | 1,147 959 1,019 
Institutional buildings ................. ad 100 | 85 58 87 
OGRCO WEG AIS ........2...2-.sssscrv00000 684 618 572 . 

415 357 350 


IE EID x ccccnsecncchivesennsizacsensoce 


Stores and other mercantile buildings .... 2,049 1, 947 1,921 1,997 





Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 
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Table C-4: Building Permit Activity: Valuation and Number of New Dwelling Units, by Type of Structure, 
Public-Private Ownership, and Region! 


(Housekeeping units only) 




































Valuation (in millions of dollars) Number of dwelling units 

Ownership and First 2 months 1959 1960 First 2 months 

epeot smerure | Feb, | Jan | Feb | 1959 | 1960 | Feb. | Jon. | Feb. | 1959] 1960 
All new dwelling units .. *72,056| 57,724) 60,634 143, 842 118, 358 
Privately owned ........ *71,071| 56,999| 60,484 | 139,900] 117, 483 
PERIEE -cicercissrssconset *52,530| 41,704} 45,731 | 101,534 87, 435 
2-4 family ................ * 5,037 4, 160 4,554 10, 215 8,714 
5-or-more family .... *13,504| 11,135} 10,199 28, 151 21, 334 
Publicly owned .......... } * 985 725 150 3, 942 875 

Northeast 

All new dwelling units... 109. 6 267.0 221.8] * 12,588 | 10,348 9, 389 25, 208 19, 737 
Privately owned......... 109.5 251.9 220.0] 12,484} 10,240 9, 389 23, 816 19, 629 
PARIIID sisi csecccrseses 82.4 149.7 158.2) * 6,374 5, 813 6, 110 11, 842 11, 923 
TE siinicccsicness 8.4 15.9 16.3] ‘1,169 1, 077 1,069 | 2, 093 2, 146 
5-or-more family .... 18.7 86. 3 45.5]) *4,941 3, 350 2,210 | 9, 881 5, 560 
Publicly owned .......... 0 3 1.2 104 108 0 1, 392 108 
North Ceatr ngiedieneidieidimaaanae 
All new dwelling units..; 149.0 111.7 146.0 279. 1 257.7) 11,619 8,821) 10,650 22, 454 19, 471 
Privately owned ........ 140.1} 111.6] 145.0 263.6| 256.6) 10,881} 8,821] 10,544 | 21.136 19, 365 
II cescssnnscaneenss 125.8 96.7 125.9 6, 878 8, 940 16,951 15, 818 
PE IE ovissccecascsens 6.6 5.8 12.9 656 723 1, 593 1,379 
5-or-more family ..... at 9.1 6.2 1, 287 881 2, 592 2, 168 
Publicly owned .......... 8.9 0 1.0 0 106 1, 318 106 
All new dwelling units.) ‘ 245.6 20,168} 19, 299 49, 307 39, 467 
Privately owned.......... * 243.7 19,583} 19,259 48, 453 38, 842 
PE ikciinscsissccriets ® 225.3 16,572} 16,601 41, 358 33, 173 
2d family .....oooee-e00 5.7 1,019 927 2, 298 1, 946 
5-or-more family ...... 12.7 1,992 1, 731 4, 797 3, 723 
Publicly owned .......... "hee 585 40 854 625 













All new dwelling units... 18, 387 39, 683 

Privately owned .......... 18,355} 21,292 39, 647 
oe 12, 441 26, 521 

WE TED nicceseseicicesd 1, 408 3, 243 

5-or-more family ...... 4, 506 9, 883 

Publicly owned .......... 32 36 
Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 1 Composition of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, 


are shown below table A-2. * Revised. 
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Building Permit Activity, By Region 
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vod 
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e. 
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|_SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 60-10-F 
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Table C-5: Building Permit Activity: Total Valuation by /\etropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Location and by State 


Valuation (in millions of dollars) Percent 


change, 
State 1959 lst 2 mos 


fog | Sepe_| Occ [ Nov [ Dec. | Jon [ Feb | 1950.0 


ALL STATES .............. paseocaiers 
Metropolitan areas 
Nonmetropolitan areas 


Alabama 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 


yee ae eC le 
wehou lewn 
woe wy 


Connecticut 
Delaware 

District of Columbia 
Florida 

Georgia 


nwo ow 
NON Oe 
N & he eR 


Illinois 
Indiana 


NOYVADA ownwvc 


moO he 
NOF WN 
NN ww > 
NOU~AI® 


Kansas 


Kentucky 
Louisiana 


e © > =. 2 
AS em 


Massachusetts 


Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 





NNOYUDR CONONN 
ABADWN BMWHOMe 
N@ONYUO UVUYUVAWHN 
eoOrre rere. 
RWARO BO’CON 


NON,@® 


8 
3 
-8 
2 
ol 


Nebraska 
Nevada 

New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 


woor a 
CtOoORAwn 
oyvow & 
NUWUN 
wawnwro vo 





North Carolina 
North Dakota 
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Oklahoma 
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Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
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Washington 
West Virginia 
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Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 1 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 2 Percent change exceeds 
300. 





JUNE 1960 
Table C-6: Building Permit Activity: Number of New Dwelling Units, by Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Location and by State 


(Housekeeping units only) 


Percent 
change, 
lst 2 mos. 


ALL STATES ........... ieaiseseucaniee 
Metropolitan areas 
Nonmetropolitan areas 


Alabama 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 


Delaware 
District of Columbia 





Illinois ... 
Indiana ... 





Kansas 





Kentucky 
Louisiana 


Maryland 
Massachusetts 


Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 


Montana 








Nebraska 





New Hampshire .... 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 





North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 





Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 


Tennessee 


Washington 
West Virginia 
Visconsin 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 
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Table C-7: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, in Selected Metropolitan Areas 








Valuation (in millions of dollars) Percent 
























Metropolitan area 1959 1960 oe 
Aug. Sept. Oct. [ Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. 1959-60 
ak .8 22.7 18. 1 10.2! 16.2 9.3 16. 4 14.3 oa 
Baltimore, Md........... 3.5 23.9 16.7 13.5 18.4 19.6 21.1 12.9 +22 
Birmingham, Ala....... 2g 8.9 11.6 6.8 5.8 8.1 4.6 8.9 -4 
Boston, Mass. .......... aseescorere senses 4 30.9 20. 2 30. 6 23.0 ace 19.5 19. 3 +4] 
INS. Em -cistacecsntinvonavvonvesorsccsntonicrrin .8 13.5 14.3 14.3 7.6 6.5 6.4 5.4 -1 
ERMINE TDs. po vxivcssesecesa ovssvabessccsnsvnconsse 6 114.2 116.6 106. 1 66. 2 76.7 51.7 65.3 +6 
NE IIIs sishincecessecsestsnesenssteniess a 24.7 27.6 31.3 16.6 14.4 ios 22.4 +16 
NN MI i cascsncnss ccciiece choteveesnansenn ce 15,1 12.0 10. 1 12.5 6.8 13 6.0 ~4) 
oii ince eeacibicdieneneiie .4 20.2 19. 4 10. 6 12.1 13.2 9.9 9.6 =35 
IIS sssricsiiunk ccnnenensopnoineriaboon ¥ 40.8 43.9 48.7 23.7 29. 3 21.6 29.3 +5 
Indianapolis, Ind. ..............s-scseeeeeeens ie 12.7 8.3 9.3 7.0 5.6 6.7 5.8 +51 
Los Angeles-Long Beach, Calif........ .4 150. 7 157.2 144.5 120. 3 126. 3 116.6 138.5 +3 
RN a icicacennioscsceisentscisuninancsseiinnse ~ 20. 6 21.1 18.6 15.6 19.4 17.0 20.7 =39 
Milwaukee, Wis .0 11.2 11.9 13.5 11.8 26. 4 6.9 7.6 -23 
New York- Northeastern New Jersey .. > 148.7 174.2 156.8 134. 3 110.5 109.9 116. 3 -%6 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, Va&............00:002 +++: 6 5.6 6.7 4.2 5.0 6.6 3.6 9.2 +33 
NINN, SIIB ccctscosnssmchpeiecsnieisansnie .8 38.9 45.7 43.4 31.6 30.9 24.4 30.8 -18 
SII 64d csiogsiniscinpipsientawnenaiisiods _ 23.4 21.9 18. 1 16.5 22.2 15.5 14.5 -12 
I, Be Wis vcccronsrnncictinccmeenitase .8 a 6.4 7.0 4.4 9 2. > 2.0 -13 
Salt Lake City, Utah 9 7.2 7.1 6.3 4.3 8.8 4.3 4.1 +40 
San Diego, Callif............0..0.0 siiatanoi 3.5 38. 3 52.9 46.4 34.0 35.9 33.2 28. 2 -12 
San Francisco-Oakland, Calif. .......... LZ 45.3 49.8 52.7 41.7 47.0 32.9 37.4 -17 
Seattle, Wash. ..............00 .2 22.8 20.7 18.2 13.3 12.5 r.2 13.7 -40 
NI, BN. oa ssa sss csesccesissssinsernasse .4 48.0 74.8 35.5 29.0 37.8 23.9 23.8 -% 










Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. * Revised. 






Table C-8: Building Permit Activity: Number of New Dwelling Units, in Selected Metropolitan Areas 







(Housekeeping only) 
1959 













Percent 
change, 
lst 2 mos. 


1959-60 





Metropolitan area 










I Rais saiccascdiscctsnanedaeniicvaciniaiss 
Baltimore, Md 
NS BU os scinscecssccsipsccnsninsieens 
IIIS sic mnisisinasncnsianiasaaponnceeniocoa 
SI NE 6 catnisciccteranenivionses 
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I TI an iv sciccce ser sisersisasstvesssnsee 
I I. wiskistacescceisesceccsviscinrntens 
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Detroit, Mich. . 
Indianapolis, bed. oad 
Los Angeles- Long Beach, “Calif... 

ee I i rsiascih ani csinemcsittenescinceinnn 
III FINS. cx cnsessisssnsnecveveniccsesocnce 
New York-Northeastern New Jersey. 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, Va. ...............0+ 
Philadelphia, Pa. ................. ‘ 
I Ba cise ccscanrecese 
I Bs. Wensc essen ican scocatssvocscecovesins 
Rt Cmte Gat, TAIT oscssicsiecccsescnsnscssse 
San Diego, Calif. . sad ween 
San Feencioce-Oahiead, ‘Calif... eee 
INI sasstssniitisvencdonn vs posatessvinesnounics 
INS BO Cc ssasocscnccssnccccasvowenonece 





































Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 
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Table C-9: Building Permit Activity: Valuation in Selected Metropolitan Areas 


by Type of Building Construction 
First 2 months 1960 (Thousands of dollars) 



































Type of building Atlanta, | Baltimore | Birmingham,| Boston, | Buffalo, Chicago, | Cleveland, | Columbus, 
construction Ala. Mass. N. Y. ll. Ohio Ohio 
All building construction! ......_... irae 117, 011 11, 288 
New dwelling umits? .............c:scsessssssesees 51,810 8, 409 
New nonresidential building 50,214 1,850 
Commercial buildings.................e++ 11, 532 739 
Amusement buildings ..... 1, 555 73 
Commercial garages .............0:0:0:0000 15 10 
Gasoline and service stations........ 669 135 
CET CO RTO noc nien sense sevennsesors 2,060 26 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs.. 7, 233 496 
Community buildings.............0ssese 14, 553 0 
Educational buildings..................... 10, 902 0 
Institutional buildings .................... 2,231 0 
Religious buildings................s:se0 1, 421 0 
Garages, private residential .............. 518 160 
Industrial buildings..............cecsseseee 12, 243 910 
Public utilities buildings.................... 7, 495 4 
All other nonresidential buildings ... 3, 872 37 
Additions and alterations.......0eeeeee 13, 831 941 
— aim lis,| Los A= meester, New York Norfolk- 

All building construction? oo... 255, 077 226, 199 12, 826 
New dwelling umits 2 ooo. ce ccccscsceseeeees 127, 355 103, 090 6, 758 
New nonresidential building .................. 93, 436 95, 888 1,604 


Commercial buildings .............0ce se 
Amusement buildings .... 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations........ 
CETCO: TeE EA RB sce cesisesssescsneceseces cove 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs.. 

Community buildings...............:.:sceee 
Educational buildings............ 
Institutional buildings .......... 
Religious buildings..............-.:ssses+ 

Garages, private residential .............. 

Industrial buildings..............:csc0:ssesseee 

Public utilities buildings..................+. 

All other nonresidential buildings .... 

Additions and alterationS........++++ 


28, 478 41,196 979 
2,518 338 
66 0 

542 20 
24,547 34 
13, 523 587 
43, 506 348 
36, 084 0 
3,625 0 
3,797 348 
754 63 
6, 785 194 
1, 297 0 
2,349 19 
25, 888 1, 026 


Philadel-| Phoenix, Rochester, I San Diego, a —- Weshingeen, 
phia, Pa. Ariz. Calif ar 








All building construction ’..................... 








30, 027 4,511 61, 389 47, 667 
New dwelling units 2....ccccccscssscessnesne 22; 312 2,528 45,021 27, 180 
New nonresidential building ......0....... 5,67%6 1,616 12, 463 16, 341 

Commercial bail din g8 cccccccsccscceonoo 3, 366 1,037 3, 615 4,819 

Amusement buildings ..............:000 20 0 455 16 

Commercial garages ............cscsceee 0 0 0 0 

Gasoline and service stations ....... 76 79 152 182 

RTE OW ANEW 60 css saves esonsase sovsvecs 1,740 404 1, 370 1,428 

Stores and other mercantile bldgs. 1,529 553 1,640 3, 193 

Community buildings ...ecscccseesoeseese 1,063 320 4, 866 4, 420 

Educational buildings.................0+ 447 0 4, 493 3,440 

Institutional buildings «ccc... 409 0 98 "0 

Religious buildings.................ss00- 207 320 275 979 

Garages, private residential .............. 29 66 347 83 
Industrial buildings...............c:ssssessse: 666 136 1, 108 276 
Public utilities EMER icsisciicadeciies 10 0 761 3, 141 
All other nonresidential buildings ... 544 37 1, 765 3, 603 
Additions and alterations s.:ssssee++.-.. 1, 732 368 3, 512 4, 124 
Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. _! Includes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown sepa- 


rately, 2 Housekeeping only. 


Part D--Contracts 


Table D-1: Contract Awards: Public Construction, by Ownership and Type of Construction! 


Value (in millions of dollars) Percent 
Ownership and : change, 
type of construction 1959 1960 first 3 
months 
fem [ oof me [im [ro Pom | oe Te | Bi 
727.5 5 


TOTAL PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION , 058. 818.4 790. 
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FEDERALLY OWNED 145. 
Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 
Educational 
Hospital and institutional 
Administrative and service. 
Other nonresidential buildings 
Airfield buildings 
Troop housing 
Warehouses 
All echer 


61. 


m N & 


L. 
18. 
41. 
15. 

4. 
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wi) 
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21. 
36. 


Electric power 
All other federally owned 
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STATE AND LOCALLY OWNED 
Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 
Educational 
Hospital and institutional 
Administrative and service 
Other nonresidential buildings 
Highways 
Sewer and water systems 


UYINDWOAHANAAD 


Public service enterprises 
Electric power 
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Conservation and development 

All other State and locally owned..... 
Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. ! Includes major force-account projects started, principally by TVA and 
State highway departments. 2 Beginning with January 1958, includes missile launching facilities which were previously included 
under all other federally owned. 3 Less than $50,000. 4 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
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Table D-2: Contract Awards: Highway Construction, by Ownership, Source of Funds, and Type of Facility! 


Value (in millions of dollars) Percent 

Ownership, source of fund change, 
and type of facility aceie 
ef Pref [im [om Poe [oe [oe o 

ALL HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION i 261.2] 302.3] 237 251 ‘ 


FEDERALLY OWNED 


STATE OWNED 
Federally aided projects: 
Total value 
Federal funds 
Independent State projects: 
Total value 
I iiicsccsvcnctceceeeinninn 


LOCALLY OWNED? 
Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. \ Includes force-account work started on Federal and State projects. 
2 By municipalities and counties. 


(32) 





JUNE 1960 


| Chart 7. 


Contracts Awarded for Public Construction 


By Ownership 
Millions of Dollars 


2,000 


eeeceee 


1960 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 6C-10-G 


Table D-3: Value of Construction Contracts Reported by the F. W. Dodge Corporation 
(U.S. Summary, excluding Alaska and Hawaii) 


Value (in millions of dollars) 


12 months ending 


April 1960 | April 1959 


35, 557 


Building construction 27,914 
Residential 16, 430 
Nonresidential 11, 484 


Engineering 7,641 
Public works. ........ 5,921 
ati dedi asncdnchavninicn ; 1,719 





Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data published by the F. W. Dodge Corporation. 
Dodge index of construction contracts, seasonally adjusted, 1947-49 = 100: April 1959, 299; April 1960, 266. 


Table D-4: Value of Construction Contract Awards Reported by the Engineering News-Record 
(U.S, Summary, excluding Alaska and Hawaii) 


Value (in millions of dollars) : 


Ownership and 12 months ending = aap 


type of construction i in Apr. 1959-60 


+3 
Privately owned 
Publicly owned 


Private industrial buildings 
Buildings, except private industrial 
Highways and bridges 

Sewer systems 

Water systems 

Unclassified and all other 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data published by the Engineering News-Record. Data include only 
those projects with contract values above the following minimum sizes: Water supply, earthwork, and waterways—$44,000; other public 
works~$73,000; industrial buildings-$93,000; other buildings~$344,000. |! Four weeks. 








Commodity 


ALL CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS’? .......... 

Lumber and wood products: 

Soft woods: 
Douglas fir ....... 
Southern pine 
Other softwoods. 

Hardwoods used in construction . 

Millwork . 

Plywood ... asissschavdescoledaaumtscum ives 
SINE jccasiishaibciopsatbabediniecsiicocmieieciacuca 
Hardwood 


Insulation board 






IN isis ccticieccccanecenne 


Metals and metal products: 

Finished mill and foundry products: 
Structural steel shapes ..0..0.......c ee 
Reinforcing bars ............... 

Black steel pipe, carbon 

Wire nails, 8d common ....,...............00.:- 

Copper water tubing 

Building wire 

Nonmetallic sheathed cable 

Builders’ hardware: 

Cabinet hinge 

RE NI cs casscmcesinscnsicempansisnictiees 

Butts ..... 

Fabricated metal products 
used in construction: 

Plumbing fixtures and brass fittings}. 
Enameled iron fixtures 
Vitreous china fixtures...................... 
Brass fittings 








See footnotes at end of table. 
(34) 





Building paper and board.................... | 


— 





Galvanized sheets, carbon. eo ee 


Nov. 


134. 


124. 
118. 
137. 
123. 
138. 

94. 

85. 
106. 


147. 
150. 
100. 


128. 


199. 
195. 
163. 
190. 
182. 
156. 
145. 

95. 


136. 
155. 
168. 


132. 
123. 
125. 
144. 


nice , wii 
(1947- 49 100, eahees otherwise specified) | Percent 
n= = -=--7--- | change, 
9 | 1960 | 1957 | 1958 | 1959 | Ape. 
Dec. Jan. | Feb. _Mar. a Apr. “Apr. : Apr. | Apr. 1959-00 
6{| 134.9] 135.2] 135.0] 134.5] 134.2] 130.7] 129.0) 134.7)  (?) 
| | 
9} 126.9] 127.7] 127.3} 126.9 125.7 | 119.8] 110.6) 132.1 | -5 
5| 118.4] 118.1) 117.5] 117.2) 117.2} 115.1] 111.7} 115.4 +2 
7| 135.7} 135.3| 136.0] 135.6| 135.4) 134.0} 128.7] 135.6! (?) 
3) 123.9) 124.6) 124.1) 124.5) 125.1; 116.6} 111.2} 122.0 +3 
1) 137.9) 137.8) 137.7] 137.7| 136.8} 128.3) 127.6) 135.4 +1 
5, 97.2} 98.2} 97.0] ©95.9) 96.1/ 96.7) 94.4] 106.6} ~ 10 
3! 90.4) 92.2; 89.5] 586.5} 86.9) 92.1] 86.6) 107.7) -19 
3/ 106.3| 106.3) 106.9|'107.8| 107.8} 103.4 | 104.5 | 106.7 | +1 
6| 147.6| 147.6| 147.6 £146.5| 145.1) 141.7) 144.1] 145.0 (?) 
4| 150.4| 150.4] 150.4} 148.6) 146.5) 141.7) 145.3! 146.4) (?) 
4: 100.4} 100.4} 100.4} 100.4) 100.4; (3) | 100.0: 100.4 0 
| 
3| 128.3) : 
| | | | | 
| | 
| | | | 
6| 199.6) 199.6} 199.6] 199.6| 199.6| 183.4] 192.3] 199.6| 0 
0} 195.0} 195.0] 195.0) 195.0; 195.0) 178.9) 187.3] 195.0) 0 
2} 163.2] 163.2] 163.2| 163.2] 163.2] 153.1] 154.0] 160.4 +2 
9} 190.9| 190.9} 190.9} 190.9] 190.9} 181.4] 190.3} 190.9 0 
2} 182.2! 182.2} 182.2] 182.2) 182.2} 173.6] 182.2} 182.2 0 
1) 156.1] 156.1] 156.1] 156.1) 156.1) 154.6) 141.7] 152.1 +3 
8} 145.8} 145.8, 143.7| 132.8] 132.8) 139.7) 89.0] 112.3 +18 
9! 95.9) 95.9} 94.5] 85.4) 85.4) 90.7) 66.0 83.1 +3 
4) 136.4] 136.4] 136.4) 136.4| 140.2} 137.2] 137.2] 137.2| +2 
1} 155.1] 155.1] 155.1) 155.1) 155.4] 146.0} 149.4) 155.2) (?) 
4} 168.4) 168.4} 168.4) 174.6) 175.0} 168.4) 168.4) 168.4 +4 
| 
| . 
4) 133.2} 134.0) 133.9) 133.9) 132.1) 131.6! 123.6) 129.8 +2 
9} 125.3) 126.8] 126.8) 126.8; 124. 4| = 114.3} 120.8 +3 
5} 127.4] 129.4] 129. 4| 129.3| 124.4] 124.2] 116.0] 123.11 +! 
1 144.1 144.1 143.9 143.8 143.8 138.5 134.8 141.1 +2 














c 


of construction weighted by the current relative importance of each type. 





Part E--Costs 


Indexes (1947- 49= 100) 








Table E-1: Construction Cost Indexes 


Table E-2: Indexes of Wholesale Prices of Construction Materials, by Selected Groups and Commodities 














Compiler and coverage 1959 1960 1957 1958 Mar 
i ones - q 
Oct. er| Dec. | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Mar. | Mar. | Mar. | 1959-60 
American Appraisal Company ............-.::s:ssseesee 151 152 152 152 152 | 152 139 143 148 | +3 
Associated General Contractors . ; 163 163 | 163 | 163 163 | 164 146 152 157 | +4 
E. H. Boeckh and Associates (20 city average): | | 
Sao tua caneaaaee | 138.4 | 138.7 | 138.9 139.1 | 139.8 | 139.5 | 130.7 vege 135.7 +3 
Apartments, hotels, and office buildings............ 149.9 | 150.1 | 150.4 | 150.6 | 151.5! 151.1 | 139.5 | 141.7 146.6 | +3 
Commercial and factory buildings... | 153.0 | 153.2 | 153.6 153.7 | 154.4 | 154.2 | 141.7 | | 144.9 149.7 | +3 
Engineering News-Record: | 
Busi ding .............cccssssrssssocessrsssrssonsesensnsenasonssenensoees 165.1 | 164.7 | 164.3 | 164. 8 | 165.1 | 165.0 | 149.0 153.4 4-| 160.6 +3 
I Ng i es 180.2 | 179.8 | 179.6 180.3 | 180.5 | 180.7 | 157.4 4 1165.3 173.5 | +4 
Department of Commerce composite’ ... | 142 144 fi4a2- 143 [143 135 {137 139 | _4+3 
Sources as stated above. TA composite of cost indexes, — by the Bureau of the Census, representative of the major-types 
* Revised. 














Percent 
change, 
































































JUNE 1960 


Table E-2: Indexes of Wholesale Prices of Construction Materials, by Selected Groups and Commodities--Continued 


(1947-49=100, unless otherwise specified) Percent 
change, 


Commodity 7 _1958 1959 Apr. 


Apr. Apr. 1959-60 





Metals and metal product s—Con. 
Fabricated metal products 
used in construction--Con. 
Heating equipment! 
Steam and hot water equipment 
Warm air furnaces 
Fuel burning equipment, 
automatic 
Water heaters, domestic 
Metal doors, sash, and trim 


Tanks and sheet metal products: 
Steel roofing (Jan. 1958 =100) 
Corrugated aluminum roofing 

(Jan. 1958=100) 


Machinery and motive products: 
Elevators and escalators 
Fans and blowers, except portable 


Nonmetallic minerals products 
used in construction: 
Flat glass: 
Plate glass 145. 
Vindow glass 145. 
Concrete ingredients............s.ccccsceeeeeeees 140. 
Sand, gravel, and crushed stone 130. 
Portland cement 152. 
Concrete products 130. 
Building block 118. 
Concrete pipe 159. 
Ready-mixed concrete 
(Jan. 1958=100) 102. 
139. 
Building brick 139. 
Clay tile 131. 
Clay sewer pipe 164. 
Gypsum products 133. 
128. 
130. 
144. 
Prepared asphalt roofing 113. 
Other nonmetallic minerals 
used in construction 136. 
Insulation materials 102. 
167. 
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Miscellaneous products: 

Kitchen cabinets, metal, base only 152. 

Linoleum, inlaid 130.5 
101.5 
114.9 


Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of lL. abor Statistics. 1 Includes items not shown separately. 2 Change of less than one- 
half of 1 percent. 3 Not available. * Revised. 












Commodity 


LUMBER 


Douglas fir: 
Dimension, construction, 25% standard, 2’’x4”’, RL., green, S4S, 
mixed dimension c/I, f.o.b. mill.. sss ‘ aw | O04 R 
Boards, construction, 25% standard, RL., green, "S45, 1°x8", deena, aint c/l | 
of boards and dimension, f.o.b. mill . | M bd. ft. 
Timbers, construction, 8’’x8’’ to 12x12”, _ make or $45, green, c/ ie 
ea aA | OM os nth da niu ncd nia Sieeldgua pia ebuncensautbakeslieeais | M bd. ft. 
Southern pine: 
Dimension, No. 2, 2” x 4” x 16’, S4S, dried, SL., 
NINO sacs des ssestb dance dencaacincesaicpaccs nal aatensiocbadicaacatcasapndis saarar aes Nanas i nuiancviane M bd. /t.. 
Boards, No. 2, 1’’x6’’xRL., S4S, dried, SL.,c/l mixed cars, 
f.o.b. mill. : é esuasucabaakers M bd. ft. 
Ponderosa pine hoada, “No. i. 1”x 12", RL.. “ ‘Sts, a, a 
Ae I I, ie Gili orescence ssi nienncntntopicsvernionieensvincioastamsinsansconnmancons M bd. ft 
Oak, red, flooring, select, plain, 25/32’ thick, 2- 1/4’’ face, bundled, ¢/I, f.0.b. mill 1M bd. ft. 
Maple flooring, 2d grade, 25/32’’x2-1/4” face, SL, c/1, f.o.b. mill..........e M bd. /t. 
MILLWORK 
Door, flush type, interior, hardwood face, veneer, premium grade, as per CS- 200-55, 
2°6’’x6'8"’x 1-3/8"", f.0.b. factory, c/1, freight allowed..........:scsscssesessseesensees Each 


Window unit, wood, double hung, Ponderosa pine, 2’4’’x4’6"’, with frame 
sash, glazing, weather stripping and sash balance as per CS- 190-53, 


EE a, ich cicct ns seusies sas cecnitneccpnccnnctscnirnesisnisrasicicscnteebociamaranmebeins 


PLYWOOD | 


Douglas fir, interior, grade A-D, 1/4’’x48""x96’’, 3 ply, f.o.b. mill...........2.0665 | M sq. ft 
Douglas fir, interior, grade C-D, 5/16’'x48"'x96", 5 ply, f.0.b. mill..............- | M sq. ft 


Plywood, birch, standard panel, grade 1-3 or 1-4, type II glue, 
Dey O49 i I 5 C71, EB ei ye ccc nsciccsines csesesess-orecisssssnensssesises 





PREPARED PAINT 


Latex, water-thinned, inside, first grade, delivered.............+.-.-- ‘ Gallon 
OI ee et igi sosccssincccsscstcdssscssencoicnnssciesinesseateeninvon | Gallon 
Enamel, white or colors, gloss, first grade, delivered............c.cccssceseseesseceeeseneneesoes Gallon 

Gallon 


fnside, Gat, white, Girat grade, Gelivered ..............0.0..:ceocrersecesssessesssesesseveroressserac sess 
Outside, white or colors, first grade, delivered...........csssecsessemssreeessseeeseeenesenes 


METAL PRODUCTS 
Structural shapes, carbon steel, 6’’x4’’x1/2”’ —— 30’ long, ASTM spec. 


A-7, base quantity, f.o.b. mill. : 100 Ib. 
Bars, reinforcing, carbon steel, 3/4” sound x 30° long. with 10% ene, 

ASTM spec. A-15, 57T, base I, CM yx sctcescisepsscssaissennrvencesusenivenes 100 1b. 
Sheets, galvanized, carbon steel, 24 gage x 30” wide x 96’’ long, 

commercial coating, base chemistry, base packaging, base quantity, 

OUI sisi icoecanintlbcebsasulca entation dadaehoncdibeo Nasties ailenatdnieitaaie aaninbiciconcaknn 100 Ib. 
Pipe, standard, black, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 

1-1/4’’ nominal, random lengths c/1, wt. 228 lbs. per 100’, f.o.b. mill..........- | 100 ft. 
Pipe, standard, galvanized, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 

1-1/4’ nominal, random lengths c/1, wt. 228 lbs. per 100’, f.o.b. mill............... | 100 ft. 
Nails, wire, carbon steel, 8d common, C/I, f.0.b. Mil] oo... ccc ccssecsssesseenensennes | 100 Ib, 
Soil pipe, cast iron, 4’’, single hub, extra heavy, f.o.b. foundry ..............c00000+ | 5° length 
Copper water tubing, type L, 3/4’’ size, .045’’ wall thickness, | 

shipped in 60’ coils, 10,000’ lots or more, f.o.b. mill, freight allowed................. | Fooi 
Building wire, type RH-RW, size 12, solid, single braid, f.o.b. destination, 

| Mft 


or freight prepaid or allowed on specified aMOUNtS .............cccccececeseeeeneeeseeeees ! 
Insect screening, aluminum, 18x14 mesh, 30’’ wide, c/1, f.o. ? 


factory.. 


See footnotes at end of table. 


M sq. ft. 


Table E-3: Wholesale Prices of Selected Construction Materials 










$71. 921 


64. 210 


82. 357 


90. 859 
80. 538 
79. 680 


182. 430 
208. 077 


7.934 


14, 221 


61.201 
87. 801 


218. 470 


3. 295 
4. 138 
5.127 
3.401 


6. 167 
6. 385 


8. 765 
19. 905 
23. 585 

9. 825 

3.745 


- 288 








$72. 133 
65.092 


| 82.365 


90. 881 
| 80.946 


78. 420 
180. 891 
208. 441 


7.934 | 





14, 221 


64.538 | 


| 89.056 


218.470 | 
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3.295 
4.138 
5.127 
3.401 


6. 167 
6. 385 


8. 765 
19.905 
23. 585 


9. 825 
3.745 


| 

| 

. 288 
| 

| 18.984 
! 















$74. 737 








65. 753 





77. 635 






87.265 







78. 688 





75.970 
174. 474 
212. 768 












7,822 















75. 440 
104, 590 












2. 743 
4,143 
5. 133 
3, 405 

















6. 167 






6. 385 






8.615 






19. 905 






23.253 
9, 825 
3.617 






- 281 






15.916 









5. 890 
























Table E-3: Wholesale Prices of Selected Construction Materials--Continued 


1959 


L "Feb. | Mar. 





1960 
Bs ina:sieceticaaesice 


Unit 


] 
a _| aes +. 





PLUMBING EQUIPMENT 


Bathtub, 5’, enameled iron, recessed per CS77-56, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed 

Lavatory, 20’’x18’’ and 19’’x17’’, enameled iron, straightback, per CS77-56 
f.o.b. plant, freight allowed 

Water closet, vitreous china, closed coupled, reverse trap, per CS20-56, f.o.b. 
plant, freight allowed 

Sink, 32’’x21’’, enameled steel, acid resisting, 2-compartment, per CS144-47 
f.o.b. plant, freight allowed 


HBATING EQUIPMENT 
Convectors, nonferrous, free standing, average steam rating 40.8 to 43.0, 
i PUI HD NG RON aos cscses cacienx Visnsciheseesianes ecasteusninsemiveadimnaneinmemeili 
Furnace, warm air: 
*Steel, forced air, oil fired, with burner, bonnet output 90,000-100,000 BTU, 
bonnet output rating, complete with standard equipment and controls, c/l 
or t/l lots, f.o.b. factory, freight allowance 
*Steel, forced air, gas fired, jacketed, input rating 75,000 to 85,000 BTU, 
bonnet output rating, complete with standard equipment and controls, c/l 
or t/l lots, f.o.b. factory, freight allowance 
Furnace, floor, gas fired, manual controls, input rating 40,000-50,000 BTU, 
f.ocb. fmctory.cccccscccccccce 


SOOO O OREO OTOH OEE OSES EEE SESE SEES EEE EOEE SESS 


*Oil burner, mechanical forced draft, .75-1.50 gal. per hr., f.0.b. factory. 
Water heater, gas fired, automatic, l-year guarantee, 30-gal. steel storage 
tank, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed 


NONMETALLIC MINERAL PRODUCTS 
Sand, construction, f.o.b. plant 
Gravel, for concrete, 1-1/2’’ maximum, f.o.b. plant 
Crushed stone, for concrete, 1-1/2’’ maximum, f.o.b. plant 
Building blocks, concrete, lightweight aggregate, 8’’x8’’x16”’, f.o.b. plant 
Building brick, clay, f.o.b. plant 
Partition tile, clay, scored, 4’’x12’’x12"’, 3-cell, 16 lbs., f.o.b. plant 
Lath, gypsum, 3/8’’x16’’x48"’, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized 
Wallboard, gypsum, 3/8’’x48’’, varying lengths, f.o.b. plant, 
freight equalized 
Shingles, asphale, strip, thick square butt, 210 Ibs., f.0.b. factory, 
freight allowance 
Siding shingles, asbestos cement, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized 


Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
vious periods because of a change in specification. 


1 Not available. 


Each 


Thousand 


Thousand 


$59. 133 
13.718 


24. 485 


12.711 | 


225. 746 


122. 342 


*) 


100. 459 


37.163 | 


1. 353 


1.630 


1.678 | 


- 197 


28.511 | 
202 | 
26. 167 | 


34. 480 


5.280 
- 738 


Table E-4: Indexes of Union Hourly Wage Rates for Selected Building Trades 


(1947-49 = 100) 


SOUR Rivcistesvasteccns 
| 
FPN Retksavsssnssveas 


NOT AVAILABLE 


Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. * Estimated. 


$59. 133 | 


13.718 


| 
| 


24. 529 | 


12.711 


225. 746 


122. 226 


jo) 
100. 172 


37.725 | 


1.348 
1.626 
1.678 
197 | 

28.511 | 

143. 202 

26.174 | 


| 3.4, 463 | 


5.280 
| 12.738 


$53. 778 
13. 066 
23.179 


13. 130 


1. 329 
1.610 
1.684 
- 190 
31. 495 
138. 087 
26.011 


34. 300 


5.979 
12. 380 


* Beginning with January 1960, prices not comparable with those for pre- 


Building 
laborers 

















City 


Bricklayers 





ALL PLACES: — 
Estimated average rate.......,... 
Range in rate levels.............. 


Cents-per-bour increase, 


Jan. 4, 1960—Apr. 1. 1960.... 


Albuquerque, N. Mex. ............ 
NING seiisinicrictinmncncccccpeny 
I Ts Soot sctccantadoweseasnes 
Birmingham, Alla. .................++ 
NN i asiciscssoriccecsevcsseones 
I, BIIB.  asnnsiccevsscrescssieese 
SN EEG 1s, cnssiscsniwarns 
Burlington, V¢. ..............+- as 
PR: BEBE. se nvecnesccerccesess shes 
GRIER, Bi Goa. cisvscsescccessenses 












Charleston, W. Va. ..........0+0. | 


Ca, Fh. Gi. cscssnscnsorsrcessonss 
Chattanooga, Tenn. .............. 
Cheyenne, Wyo. ...............s000 
Chicago, Ill. ........... 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Cleveland, Ohio............0:0000 
CII, BG. sccsasnvssssineccowes 
Columbus, Ohio 
EE: TING siciniisiashcrnsnatcins 





Dayton, Ohio 
I MING sic sscccvcinaoosvecasteas 
Des Moines, Iowa 


NRE BEBE. naccssccrscocsrevenesess 
IG IID. scisisiasireremnrccics 
EI Paso, Tex. ..... " 
BI Bt ncsivessniesinicenen 
Evansville, Ind. ..................0+ 
Fargo, N. Dak. ......0......0 cat 
Grand Rapids, Mich. .............. 








Oe | ee 
A ITs saisscsnicrnascsnsissecce 
Indianapolis, Ind. ................+. 
FOGROOR, BOS. ...2.0..000.008000. 
Jacksonville, Fla. ................ 
Kansas City, Mo. ............0:0+ 
Knoxville, Tenn. ............0:000+ 
LOOSING, MAC. ......rsseserconsssese 
Lae Voges, Bev. ......:0cs..ccccere 
EROS TR TR. nscccsesccecssces 


Los Angeles, Calif. .............. 
Louisville, Ky. .............. ae 

Madison, Wis. ............. a 
Manchester, N. Hi. .................. 
Memphis, Tenn. ...............00+0+ 
RN IIR ceessmecotisnicioainiseress 
Milwaukee, Wis. .................... | 
Minneapolis, Minn. ................ 
RI INN ciiniksncdssescvekscasessons | 
Montgomery, Ala. ............:00+ 








See footnotes at end of table. 
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Carpenters 


$3. 66 
2, 25-4. 40 


















Electricians 
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. 000 
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Table E-5: Union Hourly Wage Scales! for Selected Building Trades in 100 Cities 
(As of April 1, 1960) 





Plasterers 
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$2.69 
1, 20- 3.65 
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Table E-5: Union Hourly Wage Scales! for Selected Building Trades in 100 Cities—Con. 


Painters | Plasterers 


(As of April 1, 1960) 


City Bricklayers | Carpenters 





Nashville, Tenn. ............:00+ 
Bowadle, Ne Jo. ancscccccocssessssveeses 
New Haven, Conn. ................ 
New Orleans, La. .............0+ 
RUE BU. We: sivssossessconssanse 
BI Ti sichs dioneriecsccrnsceceses 
RRR CMEIRS susssisecsceracescoose 
Oklahoma City, Okla. ......... 
Omaha, Nebr. . ......cccccccersseseeses 
NN II: eis cetssancidsavadnsevannes 


Philadelphia, Pa. ..... 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

Pittsburgh, Pa. ..... 

Portland, Maine 

Portland, Oreg. ..........ss-0se++0++ 
eet, Ths By ccccscescecsesesee 
Raleigh, N. C. ........... 
Reading, Pa. ......... 

Richmond, Va ..........scseceeseseeee 
Rochester, N. Y. ........cccseeeeee 


Rock Island, Ill. (Dist.)’...... | 
INR, BOIs | senecsmcecasesvesaceosse 
BA. MIDS  cickaacaersveersseee 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

San Antonio, Tex. ..............4 
San Diego, Calif. .........-ssee0 
San Francisco, Calif. ............ ! 
Sante Fe, N. Mex. ...ccccccccccocees 


Schenectady, N. Y. ...........0+++ 


IS i siscinisunciiarsetatie 
BN TIER | coccicvnvicsccacesestns 
TRON OEE LG. ccecensecs cess secacses 
Sioux Falls, S. Dak. ............ 
South Bend, Ind. .............000 
Spokane, Wash. ........ 

Springfield, Mass. .... 

Syracuse, N. Y......... 

NE IG cisirainisusnsssvecisetvies 
Toledo, Ohio 


EERIE seisscncsvicasuassaeets 
IIIS ccs sakshenskawetapeecoanes 
Washington, D. C. ........s.s000000 
Vichita, Kan. ............ 

Wilmington, Del. ...... 

Vorcester, Mass. ...... pcniiies 
IE heat isinsnincissaxesninsns 





Youngstown, Ohio 
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Electricians 


$3. 425 
4,250 
3.925 

t 3.775 
4.150 

* 3.550 
4.052 
3.625 
3.725 
3. 900 


4. 375 
4. 000 
4.600 
3. 300 
*3.950 
3.550 
2.625 
*3.850 
3.275 
3.920 


3. 800 
4.110 
3. 500 
3.650 
3.500 
4. 350 
4.052 
3.550 
3. 450 
3. 900 


3.500 
3. 800 
3.600 


3. 300 | 
3.650 | 


3. 800 
3.575 


4.000 | 


3.650 


3.900 | 


4.600 
$3. 760 
4.200 
3.800 
4.125 
3. 550 
3. 500 





$3.050 
- 850 | 

- 400 
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2.960 
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- 000 
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- 400 
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- 575 
- 200 
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Building 
laborers 


- 750 
- 450 
- 800 
-850 
-650 
- 580 
- 865 
- 200 
- 325 
-050 
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540 
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200 
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525 
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260 
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815 
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775 
700 
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525 
- 880 
- 865 
200 
650 
600 


Nr NNN RN NNN 
a 4 3 . oi 2. 


- 450 
000 
725 
025 
475 
750 
550 
750 
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- 940 


Nr NNNN Nw 
ns © fs 8.4 


«750 
300 
425 
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- 150 
2.650 


NNNNN 
. = 


3.350 3. 450 1.975 
3.875 3. 415 3.855 3.690 2.810 


Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. | * Represents an increase in rates between January 4, 1960 and April 1, 
19%0.  tIndicates a correction of data reported for previous quarter. 1 These are basic scales representing minimum wage rates 
agreed upon through collective bargaining between employers and trade unions. Data on employer contributions to insurance (welfare) 
and pension funds, and for vacation and holiday payments are available upon request to the source agency. 2No union scale in 
effect on survey date. 3 Includes Kock Island and Moline, Ill., and Davenport, lowa. 





Part F--Materials Output 
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Construction Materials 

Index (1947-49100) Composite Output Index Index (1947-49=100) 
200 200 


SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 
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; ] rm by 0 
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Table F-1: Construction Materials: Indexes of Output (Unadjusted and Seasonally Adjusted) 


(Monthly average 1947-49=100) 
Monthly Indexes 





[ S~*~*~CsC nad juste 


Material — ny 
ee lanamal average | 1959 


Deen 


artemis 
| 1958 | 1959 











| "127.2 | 133.3 | 142. 
Millwork 108.4 | 121.9 | 116.2 111.2 | 79.9| 94.0 107. 132.0] 116.9 
Paint, varnish, and lacquer ................ 124.9 | 133.7 


Lumber and wood products 121.9 |f137.3 


113, 4|*114.3| 115.6 | 117.9 | 139.9 | 117.8 | "117.5 
Portland cement 155.1 | 168.8 111.7| 96.2] 110.2 ]} 136.9 | 144.9 
Asphalt products 102.6 {105.7 : 74.8 | 82.4 1'76.3 | 90.2} 
Heating and plumbing equipment ........ | 127.2 | 137.1 -3| 118.0) (1) | 138.7 | 147.5 
Iron and steel product ..............:sse0000 | 123.7 | 116.4 : . 114.7 | 122.8 
Clay construction products 132.3 [149.0 \ ‘ (") -9 | '144,9 





. a. oe | 2 
maNYAUY BROWN 


Annual average 


1958 
Gypsum products | 172.5 203.4 186. 4 177.4 
Plombing Siete «.............-000.ceesessceoense 117.9 146.1 129.1 


Source: Table compiled by the Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by various Government agencies and by private firms 


as shown in notes to the tables following in Part F. "Not available. “Revised. 
(40) 





JUNE 1960 


Lumber and Wood Products 


Index of Production 


Chart 9 


index (1947-49100) 
200 


SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 


UNADJUSTED 
4 


1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


Table F-2: Lumber and Wood Products: Production, Shipments, and Stocks 


Douglas fir | 
plywood 2 
(Million 

square feet 


Hardwood flooring ! 
(Thousand board feet) 


Production | Shipments |Stocks*| Production | Shipments 


Stocks* 
28, 252 27,656 4, 485 812, 365 789,437 | 44,455 
26,758 26,952} 5,894 953, 706 947,023 | 107,028 
27, 381 27, 665 927, 294 922, 789 


Softwood lumber ! 


| 
(Million board feet) 


Period 


1947-49 average 
Year: 


1,802 
5, 379 
6, 340 


12 months ending: 


December 1959 
January 1960 
February 1960 
March 1960 


29, 709 


29, 709 
29, 684 
29, 906 
30, 052 


29, 582 


29, 582 
29, 481 
29, 513 
29, 299 


1,034,098 


1, 034, 098 
1, 032, 410 
1,033, 825 
1, 035, 088 


1,022, 299 


1, 022, 299 
1,019, 421 
1,011, 724 
1, 000, 374 


7, 752 


7,752 
7,842 
7,927 
8,015 


2, 418 
2,575 
2,578 
2,674 
2,556 
2, 571 
2,694 
2, 671 
2,299 
2, 387 
2, 127 
2, 356 
2,564 


2,554 
2,724 
2, 678 
2, 711 
2,650 
2, 573 
2,556 
2,518 
2,075 
2, 266 
2, 047 
2, 161 
2, 340 


80, 802 
89, 563 
88, 494 
92, 372 
93,053 
89, 749 
92, 346 
93, 985 
80, 379 
81, 167 
76, 581 
75, 334 
82, 065 


86, 139 
93, 293 
89, 622 
93,574 
89, 332 
89, 446 
90, 570 
87, 322 
72, 515 
73,257 
74, 725 
71, 969 


614 
693 
675 
654 
552 
689 
642 
742 
666 
610 





Nove mber. ....sceseee 
December......csssece 





678 


Percent chang 


713 


1960 


Insulating 
boards 3 
(Tons) 


Production 


766, 269 
989, 059 

1, 026, 790 
‘1, 118, 586 


*1, 118, 586 
1,120,215 
“1,123, 481 

1, 115, 230 


* 92,141 
107, 341 
100, 510 
104, 712 
101, 855 
100, 273 
100, 745 
99, 084 
76, 729 
76, 043 
82, 795 
* 81, 253 

















index (1947-49=100) 


200 


Hardboard 3 
(Tons) 


294,214 
568, 522 
608, 623 

F 829, 699 


* 829, 699 
* 839, 587 
* 850, 351 

860, 385 


* 63, 182 
71, 202 
73, 315 
74, 022 
73, 329 
77, 834 
73, 738 
78, 422 
65, 004 
60, 657 
68, 226 

*71, 420 


74, 789 __703 | 83, 890 73,216 


*As of end of period. Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA). Sources: ' National Lumber Manufacturers Association. 


Douglas Fir Plywood Association. Monthly data are estimated from quarterly totals. 
Census, Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. "Revised. 


3 Department of Commerce, Bureau of the 





CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Chart 10, - Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer 


Index of Production for Trade Sales 


Index (1947-49100) Index (1947-49100) 


UNADJUSTED 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 


1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 





SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.60-I0-u 


Table F-3: Shipments of Millwork Products and Production of Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer 


T ; Shipments 
(Thousands of units) 


Production for trade sales 
(Thousands of gallons) 


Sh eneenseeres a a — a - 


—=+ 


Period 


1947-49 average.......... 

Year: 1957 .......... 
1958 .... 

1959 .... 

12 months ending: 
December 1959 
January 1960 
February 1960 
March 1960 


October 
November 
December 
: January 
February 


March, 1959-60 
First 3 mos., 1959-60 





an 


Ponderosa 


| pine doors! 


33, 768 
2, 028 
‘1,829 
2, 474 


2,474 
2, 445 
2, 396 
2, 393 


202 
241 
226 
223 
190 
230 
228 
221 
173 
145 
139 
179 
199 


«% 
» 43 


| 


Hard wood 
doors! 


3 3, 298 
5, 611 
* 4, 308 
4, 613 


4, 613 
4, 445 
4, 392 
4, 361 
402 
400 
413 
455 
333 
436 
450 
377 
292 
254 
265 
315 
371 


-8 
- 21 


Sash! 
311, —+ 
9, 887 


* 9, 432 
11,049 


11 ,049 
10, 847 
10, 716 
10, 510 


856 
987 
1,071 
1,075 
946 
1,053 
1,032 
1,059 
768 
614 
587 
668 
650 





L 


Exterior 
frames! 


34,186 
5, 273 
* 6, 247 
7,118 


7, 118 
7, 009 
6. 948 
6, 903 


516 
672 
777 
785 
636 
755 
686 
623 
408 
338 
356 
397 
471 


"i Percent change : 


| 


Paint, varnish, & lacquer’ 


266, 701 
313, 128 
333, 100 
356, 700 


356, 700 
357, 20 
358, 000 
358, 800 


30, 300 
35, 000 
34, 700 
33, 500 
32, 400 
31, 400 
31, 100 
29, 300 
24, 400 
24, 000 
25, 700 
26, 200 





- 22 


r] 9 


- 15 


r 


Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA). Sources: |! National Wood Work Manufacturers Association (whose data are 


from member firms only and are not adjusted to represent full coverage). 2 Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 
3 Production. Beginning with January 1959 data for shipments only have been available. Special tabulations prepared by ihe source 
agency indicate only minor differences between production and shipments. See Note to this table in the April 1959 issue. ‘ Revised. 





JUNE 1960 


| Chart tI. 


_ Portland Cement 


index (1947-49*100) Index of Production 


SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 


UNADJUSTED 


(208 2) 


(2045) 
“~ 





1952 1953 


1954 





1955 


1956 








1957 1958 1959 


1960 


Table F-4: Portland Cement, and Asphalt and Gypsum Products: Production, Shipments, and Stocks 


1947-49 average 
Year: 1957 
1958.... 


12 months ending: 
December 1959 
January 1960 
February 1960 
March 1960 


*As of end of period. **Data reported on a quarterly basis. Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA). 


partment of Interior, Bureau of Mines. |? Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 


Pro- 
duction 


(Thousands of barrels) 


Portland cement ! 


200, 607 
297, 801 
311, 319 
€ 338, 537 


‘338, 537 
"338, 602 
337,972 
332, 057 


© 24, 337 
29,093 
33, 428 
33,455 
34, 182 
34, 800 
32, 590 
31, 127 
26, 100 
24,111 
18, 669 
16, 080 
18, 422 


199, 306 
291, 741 
309, 650 
* 337, 966 


* 337, 966 
* 336, 331 
€ 336, 086 
330, 632 


t 23, 266 
30, 423 
33, 278 
36, 361 
37, 370 
37, 111 
35,351 
32, 523 
22,219 
20, 577 
12,909 
14,698 
17, 812 


-23 
-14 


Asphalt 
prepared 
roofing? 


61, 252 
53, 326 
58, 228 

* 59, 528 


* 59, 528 
* 59,477 
59, 452 

56, 283 


- 46 
-25 


. Shipments 
Stocks (Thousands of squares) 


Asphalt 
insulated 
brick 
siding? 


Asphalt 
and tar 
saturated 
felts2 


Asphalt 
siding? 


17, 087 
30, 761 
31, 840 

34, 225 


34,225 
34,127 
34, 300 
32, 767 


4,029 
* 2,670 
* 2,792 
©3,113 
* 3, 400 
‘2,915 
3,180 
t 3,669 
t 2,220 
* 2,053 

1, 865 

2,394 

2,496 


-48 
- 24 


3Not yet available. 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 60-10-K | 


Shipments ** 
(Million square feet) 


Gypsum 
board! 


2,478 


Gypsum 
lath! 


2,075 


Sources: |! De- 
* Revised. 
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Table F-5: Portland Cement: Destination of Shipments, by State 


(Thousands of barrels) 
Calendar year 12 months ending-- 











Alabama 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 


Connecticut 
Delaware 

District of Columbia 
Florida 


Illinois 
Indiana 


Kansas 


Kentucky 
Louisiana 





Maryland 
Massachusetts 








Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 








Montana 
Nebraska 


New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 





New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 


Oklahoma 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 











Vermont 
Virginia 


Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 








Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by Department of Interior, Bureau of Mines. 
vised. 


NOTE: Alaska and Hawaii have been omitted to avoid disclosure of individual company operations. 





chert iz. Iron and Steel Products 
Index of Shipments 


index (1947-49100 Index (1947-49100) 
200{ 200 


UNADJUSTED 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 


. . 
*. - 





1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 
SOURCE. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.60-10-L 





Table F-6: Iron and Steel Products: Shipments, Bookings, and Backlog 


(Thousands of tons) 


Ship- Book- | Back- 


Shipments ments ings log* 


Cast- 2| Rigid 
oteen nye steel Fabricated 


Soil | © structural steel4 
duit? 


1947-49 average 1,075 226 | 2,639 | 2,442 

Year: 1957 1, 352 352 | 4,180 | 3,073 
1958....... 1,278 327 | 3,664 | 2,773 
1959... 1, 441 295 | 2,904 | 3,223 

12 months ending: 
December 1959 392 1,441 295 | 2,904 | 3,223 
January 1960 404 357 1, 452 299 | 2,889 | 3,208 
February 1960 408 370 1,453 303 | 2,914 | 3,203 
March 1960 393 372 } 299 | 2,930 | 3,291 


43 35 108 21 260 255 
46 49 130 26 291 295 
51 54 142 29 294 242 
61 61 161 38 365 291 

23 133 33 239 259 

(>) 146 25 220 197 

@) | ©) 143 17 183 284 

140 195 244 

34 96 181 260 

44 92 236 366 

43 87 209 221 

34 76 241 289 

28 89} (3) 277 343 
Perceat —T 


February, 1959-60 +12 | +53 ol] -21 | +15] + . 
First 2 mos., 1959-60 +26 + 53 <a +8 | - 7 +15 


“Scheduled for fabrication in the next 4 months. Table compiled by the Department of Commerce (BUSA). Sources: 1 American Iron 
and Steel Institute. 2 Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 3 National Electric Manufacturers Association. 4 Amer- 
ican Institute of Steel Construction, Inc. 5 Not available. t Revised. 




















Period 
1947-49 average .......secserseeesees 
NS BR i kctsittetmeanee 
DOI, iniesiiinnincneniamniamete 
I i scinisisnlecisnitennideonatins 





12 months ending: 
November 1959. ...se00e 
December 1959.....c000+ 
January 1960...00 0 weeee 
February 1960......00006 


1959: February eccscsccesesesee eo 















TORRE. neces sensecctess 
ORME oes vncececeseses 


2960: JANUAL Yoorcesscceccccssooes 
February..cccccces cocceeee 








February, 1959-60....ecceceeeeee 
First 2 mos., 1959-60.......+000+ 








U. S. TOTAL .... shila 
New England 
Middle Atlantic 
East North Central .... 
West North Central .... 
South Atlantic 
East South Central .... 
West South Central 
I a sccsesisssisetsnniennensinonen 
Pacific 











































U. S. TOTAL 
Middle Atlantic.........cc++-0+ 
East North Central 
West North Central ............. 
South Athaatic ....ccceccessssceceeee 
East South Central 
West South Central 
Mountain & Pacific 












U. S. TOTAL 
Middle Atlantic 
East North Central 
West North Central 
Souths AtbMMtbl .2..cecenccccesessccees 
E. & W. South Central ......... 
Mountain 
Pacific 






















Brick, common 
and face 
(Million brick) 


Production | Shipments | Prod: 


+7 - 6 +1 -7 +9 +5 - 12 - 5 +19 
+5 -5 -6 -9 +9 +5 - 18 -12 +13 


148, 651 
12, 362 


51,278 


14, 820 
21, 509 


20, 074 
4,171 





24, 437 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Bureau of the Census. 
regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown under table A-2. 





Table F-7: Clay Construction Products: Production and Shipments 


Structural 
clay tile 


(Thousand tons) 


Hollow facing tile 
(Million brick 
equivalent) 


Vitrified clay 
sewer pipe 
(Thousand tons) 


floor & wal 
(Thousand square feet) 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 





Glazed & uaplaned 


tile 


uction [Shipments [Production |Shipments | Production [Shipments] Production | Shipments 





Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Bureau of the Census. 


Table F-8: Clay Construction Products: Production and Shipments, by Census Region ' 





PRODUCTION 


* 479, 235 
6, 184 
"64, 466 
* 83,027 
29, 022 
131,050 
58, 324 

* 70, 848 
'23, 788 
12, 526 


* 38,525 
4,681 
3,675 

* 4,146 
6, 633 
2,181 

16, 234 

€975 










"145, 129 
11,059 
49, 239 
16, 047 

21,025 

18, 848 

4,069 

24, 842 







90d CS 


Brick, common a: 





572, 449 


37, 879 





165, 796 


(7) 


Vitrified clay sewer pipe (tons) 


104, 800 
212,114 
221, 768 
* 258, 631 


£255,625 
* 258, 631 
260, 023 
263, 482 
18, 206 
*20, 427 
21, 135 
21, 184 
*21, 323 
*20, 742 
*21, 253 
* 23,388 
"24,720 
‘23,080 
* 23, 037 
"21,528 
21,665 


Percent chang 


SHIPMENTS 


d face (thousands) 


464, 093 


619, 586 





Stractural clay tile (tons) 





















47, 963 33, 541 * 33,910 
2,917 3,724 

2,285 2, 484 

4, 325 * 4,892 

(2) 6, 739 6, 507 
3, 132 2,113 

13, 188 © 13,125 

955 “1,065 





















160, 532 106, 015 * 106, 982 
7, 542 6,171 

33,530 36,188 

7, 275 8, 104 

18, 252 *18: 215 

17,025 17, 334 

3,027 2,515 

19, 364 18, 455 






t, . . . 
Revised data not available by region. 


‘ Kevised. 


1959 


Census region E 
February January December | November | February January December | November 


101, 088 
207, 094 
215, 710 

252, 545 


250, 610 
252, 545 
* 253, 624 
254,077 


* 17, 964 


+4 









342, 937 


1 Composition of 










194 
Yea 


12n 


195° 


1960: 


Febry 
First 


Soure 
Sold 





JUNE 1960 


pa Heating and Plumbing Equipment 


Index of Shipments 


index (1947-49*100) ns ae oe Index (1947-49100) 


200 ——— ~ 1} 200 





UNADJUSTED SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 


1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW c.0 60-10-M 





Table F-9: Heating and Plumbing Equipment: Shipments and Stocks 


Gas ] C. I. convectors Warm air Floor and [Residential 


water heaters and radiators furnaces wall furnaces - burners ! 
Period (Thousands of units) | (Thousand square feet)| (Thousands of units) (Thousands of units) Ta 
| aS socal Aiesaciaiion OF BRES) _ 

Shipments Scocks*| Shipments | Stocks* | Shipments Stocks* Stocks* | Shipments 


1947-49 average | 1,818 67 50, 980 4,377 794 
Year: 1957 nae 2, 825 24, 892 3, 482 1, 131 
2,914 f 22, 350 1, 248 
2, 808 19, 937 1, 415 











12 months ending: 
November 1959. 2,852 20, 059 1, 424 
December 1959 2, 808 19, 937 1, 415 
January 1960 2, 757 19, 642 | 1, 404 
February 1960 2 7aF | | 19,590 | 


247 7 1,415 | 
253 L. 733 
248 7 1,801 
228 1,074 
237 
235 | 
241 
231 
263 
190 | 
183 | 
; January 202 

February 

















peeeeneenesiredioas seiaja aiid Rectan 


Percent change 








February, 1959-60 


First 2 mos., 











jource: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Bureau of the Census. * As of end of period. 
Sold separately.  ‘ Revised. 
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Chart 14 cae Asphalt Products 


Index of Shipments 
index (1947-49=100) Index (1947-49=100) 


UNADJUSTED SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 


i50- 


y 


1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 
CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.59-I0-N 





Table F-10: Imports and Exports of Selected Construction Materials 


EXPORTS 
— Unit of 
quantity 1957 1958 


LUMBER, MILLWORK, & WOOD PRODUCTS: 
tt. 2,710 540 605 
Hardwood flooring”. . ft. 3,646 5, 702 26, 097 24,712 
Wood doors j 114, 416 146, 590 209, 532 r 73, 156 76, 276 
Wood window sash? ..... 125,172 
Wallboard (hardboard) ( ) 
Hardboard fo oeeet 105, 589 5,937 
Insulating wallboard 15, 318 14, 121 
Softwood plywood, interior . ft. 12.191 10, 94 
Softwood plywood, exterior ’ 60, 918 
CEMENT, GYPSUM, & ASBESTOS: 
Portland cement . a0 5, 259 2n 
Asbestos construction materials ’ 11,031 
Asphalt tile 1 * ‘ 2, 040 
IRON AND STEEL PRODUCTS: 
Cast-iron pipe, pressure 13,70 
Cast-iron pipe, soil 7,491 
Concrete reinforcing bars 13,775 
Steel piling 14,117 
i c 61, 3% 
Line pipe ! ae 69, 666 
Fabricated structural steel ! 112, 479 57, 704 
Gas water heaters 1 ; 38, 223 33, 810 19, 5% 


CLAY PRODUCTS: 

Clay building and paving bricks i 40, 190 45,685 54, 641 
Clay floor and wall tiles = . ft. 5, 226 4,650 2,971 
Hollow building tile ! 15, 364 15,849 18, 487 


pc Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Bureau of the Census. * Imports include only 
maple (except Japanese), birch, and beech. ' Data for imports not available in same detail as for exports. 2 Included in hard- 
board exports. Not available prior to 1958. 


(NOTE: Table F-11, Plumbing Fixtures: Production, Shipments, and Stocks, is shown quarterly in the January, April, July, and October issues 





Part G--Employment 


NOTE: Beginning with data for January 1958, employment estimates for all States and areas (except as noted) are classified 
according to the Standard Industrial Classification Manual issued in 1957 by the Bureau of the Budget and are not strictly com- 
parable with data for earlier periods. 


Table G-1: Contract Construction: Employment by Type of Contractor 


Building contractors Nonbuilding contractors 
Special trades contractors 
Period 








NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES (in thousands) 
7 


1,170.8 287.7 156.5], 155 
,175. 288. 9 148. 159 
, 204. 295.7 | 143. 164. 
, 320. 317.0 162. 168. 


, | 948. 
1 
1 
1 
1, 366. 328. 7 170. 186. 
1 
1 
1 


E 934. 
885 
922. 
970. 
869. 
750. 
758. 


671. 
742. 
776. 
824. 
836. 
849. 
827. 
801. 
764. 
Faas 
660. 


Year: 1952.... 
1953.... 
1954.... 
1955.... 
1956... 
1957... 
1958.... 


S55 


wraY S 


<oaee 321.7 164. 188. 
, 328. 303. 6 169. 173. 
, 421. 310.3 201. 174. 


7 
7 
4 
4 
2 
9 
2 
0 
292. 154. 160. 4 
301. 174. 161.6 
6 
5 
l 
2 
l 
1 
1 
3 
0 
3 
a 


SWNwWw > 


NINNNNNN NN 
—_ O NWN 


a 8 


3 a7 
1, 348. 
1, 407. 
1, 477. 
es 
1 
1 
1 
1 


\o 


305. 199. 169. 
314. 217. 176. 
323. 239.9| 179. 
330. 246.9| 184. 
329. 239.9| 185. 
322. 228.4} 181. 
314. 222.0} 180 
308. 204.9} 176. 
296. 183.5 | 171. 
© 638.7 | 1, 321. 287. 178.2) * 169. 

607. 1, 285. 282. 179.2} 165 

(4) (7) (1) ¢4 1 (4) 


oe 


ww hwWwwe 
N&O WAN Ow Oe 


=2SaS3 


& 
er SVS 


, 569. 
, 555. 
, 524. 
, 504. 
1, 455. 
1, 355. 


| 
| 
| 








— ONAN 


3 
2 
1 
0 
9 
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Percent change 























-2.2 
F20 
Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

yet available. * Revised. 


Table G-2: Contract Construction: Number of Employees (Seasonally Adjusted’ 


(In thousands) 


Annual 
average 


2,184 | 2,199 | 2,212 
2,130 | 2,157 | 2,176 
2,337 | 2,405 | 2,451 
2,613 | 2,633 | 2,641 
2,645 | 2,658 | 2,672 
2,598 | 2,588 | 2,596 
2,599 | 2,591 | 2,594 
2,823 | 2,829 | 2,813 
3,079 | 2,984 | 3,007 
2,899 | 2,847 | 2,805 
2,698 | 2,693 | 2,711 
| 2,799 | 2,800 | 2,814 


R588 
_ 
38s 


ANOsaNAN 





Ore NA NW 
cooncooaved 





mNNNN NY 


~~ 
\o 
N 














source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. * Revised, 
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Table 5-3: Contract Construction: Employment, by State 


Number of employees (in thousands) 


NONN® 


Connecticut” 
Delaware 
District of Columbia.. 


woyvonw 


WwnNnwuYiod 


Kansas 


Kentucky 
Louisiana 


wonorkrw 
waanawuooew 


SURO AW 
owowvw 
mw aO ns 


New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 


6 3 5 
5 ol 8 
0 02 5 
0 3 4 
8 3 6 


, “a 2. © -e 
NWN Aw 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 


N= & © © 


AWUnwe © 


West Virginia.. 
Wisconsin 


, « & @ 
NNW & 


Source: State agencies in cooperation with the Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 1 Change of less than one-half of 
1 percent. Includes a small number of employees engaged in mining. 3 Not available. * Revised. 
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Number of employees (in thousands) 
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Table G- 4: Contract Construction: 


eee eeeeeeees 


2 


Hartford, Conn. *...04 seseeee 


eeeee 


5 COM. cscksence 


7 eee 
€w Orleans, La......sceceee 


AlRise << 


Boise, Idaho......+.. 
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See footnotes at end of table G-3. 









Table G-5: Contract Construction: Indexes of Aggregate Weekly Man-Hours 








(1947-49=100) 





















Year Jan. | Feb. | Mar. [ Apr. May | June | July Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. Dec. | pono 
———— ———_—_-++—_—__ —- ——_—_——_+- —_—$S$—$+ —_____—_—-+ —_——_—_+}>- +—— —>- +—— — + — + —_ 
1948...... 89.6 81.3 86.7} 95.0 | 102.2 | 111.9] 115.1 | 117.3 | 116.2 | 113.3 | 106.6 | 105.4 | 103.4 
1949.. 94.2 88.9 89.2} 95.0 | 103.1 | 106.8 | 110.5 | 114.2 | 111.5 | 111.4 | 104.4 94.9 | 102.0 
Serene 84.6 | 79.5 | 83.7} 95.8 | 106.1 | 116.7 | 122.1 | 129.5 | 126.1 128.9 | 123.9 | 112.7 109.1 
19)1.............. | 106.4 99.3 | 105.4 | 116.9; 126.4 131.8 | 137.7 | 141.1 138.5 139.8 | 124.2 | 121.6 | 124.1 
BE asajeacontnss 111.1 | 112.3 | 108.3 | 117.5 | 125.4 | 136.8 | 138.9 | 143.2 | 144.0 | 139.9 | 128.2 | 123.9 | 127.5 
ME insssareors 109. 1 108.7 | 109.1 | 115.8 | 122.6} 130.4 | 132.0 | 137.2 | 131.7 | 136.7 | 126.7 | 117.2 | 123.1 
95.5 102.8 106.4 | 113.5 120. 3 128.0 | 131.4 134.0 128. 6 128. 6 123.3 114.4 118.9 
Basins | 101.4 | 98.6 | 108.4 115.8 | 129.8 137.0 | 144.0 144. 3 146.6 138. 3 125.6 | 121.1 | 125.9 
WG, ccccveee 108. 1 108.5 | 109.2 123.6 136. 4 152. 6 151.5 7.3 155. 4 151.1 137.6 | 128.9 | 135.0 
MR cabveesons } 105.6 | 112.2 | 114.8} 122.3 131.9 141. 2 143.2; 145.5 | 141.3 137.0 120.2 | 112.9 | 127.3 
RS axxnsch 102.4 | 85.9 | 98.9} 109.1 122.7 | 128.1 132. 1 137.9 | 136.1 | 135.3 123.8 | 105.7 118.2 
RG icecesck 99.7 | 92.0 | 103.7 } 119.0) 129.2 138.9 140.1 | 146.1 136. 5 133.7 123.3 | 118.9 123.4 

i icisencsins 101.6 | ‘98.5 | 94.5 | 115.8 
ol : he a 2 Sa ccc Racasiceaioncse cana died bate b. seat a a 
Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. t Revised. 
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Hours and Earnings in Contract Construction 
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Table G-6.—Contract Construction: Hours and Gross Earnings of Construction Workers 


Building construction Nonbuilding construction 


' All Special trades contractors - 
Period All cow fi uitding| “™™ Tali | ptenting | Palatios All noo- | Highway | Other 
struction con- : 1d: and Non- 
con- special and and building street | buildi 
tractors heating | decorating ding 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 
$101.92] $95 $107 $112.31 $99.81 |$125.22 | $102.39 | $101.59 | $97.63 | $104.94 
. 64) 106.86) 98. 112. 118. 87 103.75 | 132.10 | 106.30 | 105.07 98. 66 110.15 
- 47 et 102. 5: 115. 123. 23 107.95 | 135.97 | 109.31 | 109.47] 104.14 114,26 
-13] 115.24] 106. 120. 128. 56 113.72 | 142.08 | 113.45 | 113.24] 108.09 118, 40 


. 57} 110.95) 103. is5. £5 125.33 | 109.07 | 138.65 | 106.88 | 108. 23 98. 21 115.84 
.59| 114.44] 106.07 | 119.1: 127.72 111.97 | 141.64 | 112.70} 110.28] 103.28 116. 61 
-82] 115.39} 106. 120. 129. 12 113.60 | 141.64 | 115.31 | 112.06 | 106.55 118.00 
66} 116.66} 108. } 121. 128. 78 114.52 | 143.91 | 116.28 | 117.46 | 113. 88 120. 77 
- 56} 116.16} 107. 120. 129. 96 114.95 | 145.08 | 114.37] 118.30} 115.44 121.29 
-88) 119.19) 110. 123. 131.45 117.00 | 144.71 | 118.70} 121.26 | 119.71 123.07 
; .66| 116.71} 107. 121. 126. 29 116.47 | 138.75 | 117.51 112.58 | 109.62 116. 35 
October -66| 117.72] 109.85 | 122. 130. 79 115.17 | 144.38 | 116.49 | 117. 113.03 123.01 
November.... 3.88) 114.14} 103. | 120. 129. 08 113.86 | 142.51 | 113.23 | 110. 104. 80 116. 74 
December.... -81| 119.13} 108. 124. 133.32 115.87 | 148.19 | 118.27 | 113. 103. 88 120. 87 
.72| 114.87] 104. 119. 129. 83 111.89 | 146.30 | 111.54 | 108. | 96.75 115.50 
£25.73 |* i184, 22 wl *119. 71 ©128.43 | *110.22 | 144.77 |*112.53 | *111. *101.01 | © 117.56 
115.85} 115.60 : 120. 74 130. 27 113.57 | 146.30 | 112.49 . 30 | 124.34 
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Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. * Revised. 
(NOTE: Table G-7, Registered Apprentices in the Building Trades, is published on a semiannual basis as data become available.) 
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